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TUBERCULOSIS. 


This week we conclude the translation of an im- 
portant contribution to the study of tuberculosis, 
which was delivered to a gathering of French veteri- 
narians by Dr. Calmette. The author, who is pursu- 
ing his researches on the subject in conjunction with 
a veterinary surgeon, commences by offering a note- 
worthy and gratifying compliment to our profes- 
sion. If bacteriologists ever devise an effective 
method of vaccination against tuberculosis, says 
Dr. Calmette, ‘“‘they will owe it to their close and 
continued collaboration with veterinarians.” We 
quite concur with this view, but it is pleasant to 
quote it in the words of such an authority. We 
can scarcely recollect an instance of a medical man 
of the standing of Calmette paying quite so em- 
phatic a tribute to the work which veterinarians 
have accomplished in connection with perhaps the 
most important of human and animal diseases. 

The work of Calmette and his collaborator Guérin, 
however, is in itself of great value. The major por- 
tion of it consists in an enquiry into the vexed 
question as to whether animals more commonly be- 
come tuberculous by ingestion or by inhalation of 
bacilli. This is a difficult investigation, largely on 
account of the impossibility of conducting two series 
of converse experiments. It is quite easy to convey 
tubercle bacilli into the digestive tract and ensure, 
at the same time, that no infection by inhalation 
takes place ; but it is impossible to attempt to infect 
an animal by inhalation and absolutely guard 
against infection by ingestion in addition. Still, 
the results are striking, for the investigators have 
satisfied themselves that natural infection by tuber- 
culosis—even in cases of pulmonary tuberculosis— 
generally takes place by means of ingestion. 

In view of the fact that active legislation against 
the disease cannot be long delayed in this country, 
it 1s scarcely possible to exaggerate the importance 
of an accurate comprehension of the means by 
Which it is disseminated. It cannot be said at pre- 
sent that we are in full agreement regarding this 
point. 

Many veterinarians, in particular, have long 
maintained that the frequency of infection by inges- 
tion was seriously underestimated, but it is possible 
that even the leading exponents of the ingestion 
theory have never fully realised its importance. 
Very few of us would have imagined the common 
cases of apparently primary pulmonary tuberculosis 
to be due to intestinal infection. This, however, is 


the conclusion of Calmette and Guérin, and it must 
be said that they produce strong evidence in its 
Support. Other observers, especially on the Con- 
tinent, have obtained results which tend towards 





the same view; and if further corroboration is 
forthcoming, it is clear that the orthodox views re- 
garding the dissemination of tuberculosis amongst 
animals must undergo a radical change. Further 
than this—while making full allowance for the 
different conditions determining the spread of the 
disease in man—we must admit the possibility of 
a similar change of view in human pathology. 

As regards the usual channel of infection, the two 
French observers have reached definite conclusions, 
which, if universally accepted, will have considera- 
ble influence upon preventive legislation. The 
second and even more important part of their in- 
vestigation is still incomplete. This consists in an 
attempt to produce immunity through what they 
regard as the natural portal of infection, and seems, 
so far to have met with considerable success. They 
already claim to have rendered bovines immune to 
tuberculosis by the administration of a small quan- 
tity of attenuated bacilli; but it remains to be seen 
whether that immunity will prove permanent, or 
only transient. 

There are some diseases regarding which it is 
absolutely necessary that the clinician should keep 
himself abreast of the latest pathological advances 
—and of these tuberculosis is certainly one. There 
is no disease of which an up-to-date knowledge is 
of more importance to the practitioner. Many of 
us already bear considerable responsibilities in con- 
nection with tuberculosis, and there is no saying 
how soon, and to how great an extent, those res- 
ponsibilities may be increased. 

NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND 
MutvuaL Derence Society. 


THE 


“T am pleased to report that the Society is pros- 
pering, and doing quietly a good and helpful work 
for its members.” 

These words are taken from the Secretary's 
report to the Annual Meeting of the Society which 
we print this week, and it would be difficult to state 
the actual condition more accurately or more con- 
cisely. Moreover the Socicty has been doing this 
work for years past— since its inception by a small 
group of enthusiasts who, in the words of one ol 
them, travelled hundreds of miles and attended 
dozens of meetings, trying to impress cn veterinary 
surgeons the value to them of such an organisation. 
The principle of the Society is essentially “ Defence, 
not defiance.” Like most other societies, 1t has to 
complain of small membership, and of subscriptions 
in arrear. The rules have been amended, particu. 
larly in the Benevolent section, and the Society 
has been advertised, yet the membership increases 
but slowly. There appears to be only one sugges- 
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tion to make. Since the older men are too careless 
to consider the matter, try to enlist them younger — 
go to the schools and make known to the students 
the value of the Society, that they may learn to 
look on membership as a rational accompaniment 
to the Diploma. 


An ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


Two presidents of local Societies touch upon this 
subject in their addresses, which we print this week, 
and both of them appear to endorse the opinion of 
Major Butler—though not exactly in his words— 
that ‘“ without it (the College) being on a sound 
financial basis, 7.e. having a sufficient certain income, 
our further progress as a profession is not possible.” 
On similar occasions hitherto speakers have usually 
been satisfied to point out the difficulties attending 
the suggested alteration—the fact of a new Charter 
being required, the possible difficulty in collecting 
the fees, the improbability that the law could be 
made retrospective—whilst the advantages which 
must accrue receive scant notice—if any. This is 
not the best possible manner of approaching what is 
admittedly a difficult but also a desirable object. 

In both of the addresses under notice there is a 
suggestion rather of construction than of mere 
criticism, and the proposal that a copy of the 
Register R.C.V.S. should be set against the payment 
of a half-guinea fee is, we believe, fresh, and may be 
worth further consideration. It was pointed out in 
these pages years ago that there are many men who 
look upon the Diploma simply as a license to prac- 
tise—not as a Deed of enrolment in an honourable 
Corporation. There is quite as large a proportion 
of such men in the ranks of human medicine, and 
probably, like the poor, they will be always with 
us. Is it not possible that in our small bedy, not 
much over 3,000 in all, the imposition of an annual 
payment may tend to make men value more highly 
their Corporate privileges ? 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





THE METHODS OF INFECTION BY B. TUBERCULOSUS, 
AND THE PRESENT STATE OF OUR KNOWLEDGE 
ON ANTI-TUBERCULAR VACCINATION IN Bovines. 
By Dr. A. Caumerte, Director of the Pasteur 
Institute at Lille. 

(Concluded from page 572.) 

In a series of experiments, which are confirmed 
by those of Vallée, of Alfort, we convinced ourselves 
that it is extremely difficult, often, indeed, impossi- 
ble to get dusts, whether of soot or microbes, car- 
ried through the respiratory passages into the lungs. 
They scarcely reach the ramifications of the larger 
bronchii; the ciliated cells of the trachea and the 


cells of the alveoli arrest them, and return them|: 


towards the pharynx. 
On the other hand, when either of these dusts is 
ingested, whether by means of an cesophageal sound 





* Address at the Annual Meeting of the Vet. Med. Soe. 
of the Departement du Nord, 23rd Dec., 1906. 





or mixed with foods, six hours later either soot or 
microbes have traversed the intestinal mucous mem- 
brane in the same time as the particles of chyle, 
and are to be found in the mesenteric ganglions; a 
little later—from one to five days after—in adult 
animals they have been carried by the lymphatic 
circulation and the blood stream to the lung, where 
they accumulate by preference under the visceral 
pleura and in the peri-alveolar tissue. 

Still later, if dried tubercle bacilli have been used 
for the experiment, we find tubercles set up always 
in the interior of capillary vessels, never, primarily, 
in the alveoli. Intra-alveolar, or intra-bronchial 
tuberculosis is only set up secondarily, following the 
formation of caseated tubercles in the alveoli or in 
the bronchii. 

Not one of the attempts at direct infection by 
way of the respiratory tract was made under such 
conditions that we could entirely reject the possi- 
bility of infection by the digestive tract. In every 
such case the animals may have been more certainly 
infected by swallowing the fine dust which accumu- 
lated in the pharynx. No single point, then, war- 
rants us to admit that the erial infection might be 
the predominant one. 

On the other hand, the extreme facility wth 
which animals, especially at an early age, take the 
infection by the intestine should compel us to accept 
this method of contamination as the usual one. 
And of all animals bovines are especially subjected 
to infection by their life in common, often in un- 
wholesome stables, where they are at liberty to lick 
one another, and where the whole herd eats and 
drinks from the same manger. 

Since we have thus demonstrated that the healthy 
mucous membrane of the intestine permits the pas- 
sage of tubercle bacilii without showing any lesion, 
we are necessarily led to the conclusion that 7m the 
normal conditions of natural infection, the digestive 
tract is the principal port of entry of tuberculosis. 

This fact of primary importance being fully re- 
cognised, we may well be astonished that on farms 
and estates where no precautions are taken to avoid 
contagion tuberculosis is not still more rife and more 
deadly amongst cattle than it is. 

Veterinarians and breeders have plenty of evidence 
that certain animals remain free of the disease, 
although for years they may have been in contact 
with infected ones. More often still it happens that 
bovines react sharply to tuberculin on a first testing, 
cease to react a little later, and maintain all the ap- 
pearances of the most perfect health. Must we then 
admit that, in the first of these groups the tubercular 
virus has not “taken,” and in the second that a 
complete cure has been obtained at the first 
attempt ? 

Here, again, experiment is going to enlighten us. 
When we gave to young calves a single meal of i"- 
fective material—a small dose of tubercle bacilli, of 
bovine origin, very finely divided to facilitate their 
absorption, it resulted that, without exception, al 
these animals took tuberculosis. They reacted on 
an average thirty days after to tuberculin, and if 
they were tested each month following we foun 
that after three, four, or five months some of them 
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ceased to react. On slaughter these latter showed 
no tubercular lesion ; and, if they were kept alive, 
and we tried a little time after to reinfect them by 
giving a fresh dose of virus certainly sufficient to 
infect “clean” calves of the same aye, we found 
that they remained free from infection. 

It is a fact, then, that these animals have really 
cured their first lesions, and that they should be 
considered vaccinated—at least for a certain lapse 
of time of a yet undefined duration. 

On the other hand, if to other calves we give not 
once only, but in several successive meals at short 
intervals, a series of small doses of bacilli, not only 
do they never cease to react to tuberculin, but we 
see that in them tuberculosis advances very rapidly 
and is soon fatal. 

It is a fact, then, that animals exposed to a series 
of successive reinfections sufficiently close to one 
another that they have not time to cure their first 
attack, are rendered definitely and fatally tubercu- 
lous. 

We can understand from this why, in a stable 
moderately infected certain animals resist infection 
for a longer or shorter time ; they have been actually 
vaccinated by a first attack which has had time to 
cure before an opportunity of fresh contagion has 
occurred. 

This enables us to face in another aspect—and a 
comforting one the still obscure questions of anti- 
tubercular vaccination and of tuberculisable sub- 
jects. Bovide—and doubtless in varying degree 
almost all the mammalia, man included—are more 
or less resistant to tubercular infection. Not one 
of them possesses an actual und definite immunity. 
The opportunities of becoming infected are so 
frequent that but a very small number of individuals 
escape contagion entirely. 

Some, obliged to live in badly contaminated sur- 
roundings, ingest the bacilli frequently and become 
tuberculous more or less quickly ; each re-infection 
augments their susceptibility to the virus and 
aggravates their state of organic decay. Others, 
doubtless a very small number, have the luck never 
to ingest bacilli; these are the spared. 

The rest, probably very numerous, have borne in 
early youth or as adults, a benign attack of tubercu- 
losis of the ganglions ; they are vaccinated, and re- 
main uninfected, even though continually menaced 
by opportunities of contagion. 

You see at once, gentlemen, why I have just 
qualified these new conceptions as “ comforting.” 
They allow us to look forward with hope and contfi- 
dence to the possibility of conferring on bovines— 
— perhaps on man—immunity against tubercu- 

Osis, 

[Dr. Calmette here refers to von Behring’s work, 
and the Melun experiments in 1905, and points out 
that although von Behring’s method is so far, in a 
Sense, a failure, his work is incomplete, that his 
method may yet be perfected, and at the very least 
it must serve as a start point for fresh progress. | 

Experimenters in all countries have taken up the 
pursuit. Koch and Schiitz in Germany, Ravenel 
Arloing, Roux, and 


and Ligniéres in America, 


ring’s method; to render it more efficacious and 
less objectionable. 

Ourselves, guided by our previous work, have 
taken up at the Lille Pasteur Institute a whoie 
series of experiments with a view to achieve an 
immunity by the normal port of infection—the 
digestive tract. 

We have already demonstrated that young or 
adult bovines, made to ingest a small quantity of 
bacilli attenuated or modified by heat, bear with 
impunity the ingestion of mortal doses of virulent 
bacilli. Butit remains to be shown if the immunity 
thus conferred is durable—if they resist infection 
for a sufficient period when cohabiting with tuber- 
culous animals. Long months of waiting are still 
required before we can be sure of this essential 
point. 

Whatever may be the result of these attempts, 
however difficult and arduous the solution of this 
problem of vaccination against tuberculosis, we 
have no reason to be discouraged. Pasteurian 
science has initiated so many benefits, of which you 
have been the ardent disciples in the agricultural 
world: it has already achieved so many prodigies 
in less than balf a century, that it is only just to 
credit it with others yet to follow. —Iev: Gén: de 
Méd: Vet. 

W. H. B. 


Mink ALBUMEN Test.—TRILLAT AND SAUTON., 


The test is based upon the precipitation of albume- 
noid matter by formaldehyde. 

Method of proceedure: Milk 5 c.c. is increased to 
a volume of 25 c.c. with distilled water and boiled 
for 5 minutes, 5 drops of formol are added and boil 
ed for 2-3 minutes longer, the liquid is then allowed 
to stand for 5 minutes, and then 5 c.c. of 1 per cent. 
solution of acetic acid are added, and stirred with a 
glass rod. The powdery precipitate formed is re- 
covered on a small filter previously weighed, washed 
with distilled water, and the fat is extracted by 
means of acetone; the precipitate is dried in an oven 
and weighed. The precipitate should not stick to 
the paper or leave agrease spot, and should be white. 
—Ann. del’ Inst. Pasteur. 


OINTMENT FOR PainruL Wowunps. 


Reclus finds the following very efficacious in 
painful wounds as an anesthetic, haemostatic, and 
antiseptic : 


R Antipyrine grams. 9 
Ac. Boric - 3 
Salol n 3 
Iodoform a l 
Hyd. Perchlor. ‘a l 
Vaseline ,» 200 


—Zeit f. Vet. 


Cow Mas TITIS FROM THE Horse. 


Eight cows wer? bedded on straw used by horses 





Vallée in 


France, are working to perfect von Bebr- 


affected with equine adenitis, they developed masti- 
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tis and an examination of the milk revealed great 
quantities of streptococci, no doubt conveyed in the 
straw. 

Cure resulted from injecting twice a day into the 
affected quarter a 1 per cent. sol. of Phenic acid and 
rubbing them with lodovasogen.—. Woch. f. Thier. 


TRANSMISSION OF EQUINE ADENITIS. 


Bierstedt was called in to three mares belonging 
to different owners residing at a little distance from 
one another. The mares were all off feed and 
weak, and it came out that they had all been 
covered by one stallion, which three or four weeks 
before had had a bad attack of adenitis. 

In the first mare there was a big abscess affecting 
the rectum and vagina and opening below the anus. 
The second began her illness with a temp. of 39-3- 
40 and hard swelling of the udder, later there was a 
soft swelling on the near side of the vagina, it spread 
and disappeared without pointing. After three 
weeks treatment with silver colloid, small abscesses 
as big as nuts appeared all over the body containing 
creamy pus. The mare waskilled. The third mare 
had a swollen udder and temp. of 38°8-39'3. She 
recovered after six weeks treatment. The infection 
was doubtless carried into the vagina during coitus. 
—Woch. f. Thier. F. E. P. 








A PURE MILK SUPPLY: OUR PRESENT 
OPPORTUNITY.—HOW SHALL WE USE IT?* 


By Prof. H. A. Wooprurr. 


For some long time past the possibilities of contami- 
nated or infected milk asa causal factor in producing 
disease have been known to a greater or lesser degree, 
and I am bringing forward nothing very new in that 
connection. e have, however, just passed through, 
and I hope emerged from, a period of reaction which, 
whilst causing some anxiety among the better informed 
members of the community, was made the occasion of 
protests by interested gas against the need for im- 
proved regulations and legislation in connection with 
the milk supply. The position to-day in light of recent 
investigations, is much the same as it was in 1901, 
except that six years have passed and nothing has been 
done. And yet—much has been done. A few weeks 
ago the Royal Commission appointed in August, 1901, 
to investigate the relationship between human and 
bovine tuberculosis issued its second (and main) report. 
That report is the outcome of over five years of devoted 
research, and it has re-established on firm foundations 
the view long held by English pathologists, whether 
human or veterinary, that bovine tuberculosis is trans- 
missible, and in nota few cases is transmitted to the 
human subject. More than that, the question raised in 
so dramatic a fashion by Kuch’s pronouncement at the 
British Congress on Tuberculosis in 1901 that “ Though 
the important question whether man is susceptible to 
bovine tuberculosis at al/ is not yet absolutely decided, 
and will not admit of absolute decision to-day or to- 
morrow, one is nevertheless already at liberty to say 
that, if such a susceptibility really exists, the infection 
of human beings is but a very rare occurrence. I should 
estimate the extent of infection by the milk and flesh 
of tubercular cattle, and that by the butter made of their 
milk as hardly greater than that of hereditary trans- 
mission, and I therefore do not deem it advisable to take 











* At the meeting of the North of England V.M.A., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, on Friday, March Ist. i 


any measure against it.”(1)—this question was of such 
vast importance and so far reaching in its effects that 
the whole veterinary profession was aroused, and it may 
fairly be said that the general knowledge of the subject 
among our members is better and more accurate to-day 
than ever before. It issurely well then for us to survey 
the position of affairs, to inform ourselves of all the de- 
tails and to take steps to assert our ability and our 
right to advise the public on this subject of such vital 
importance. 

‘uberculosis I have mentioned and shall discuss in 
more detail later, but first it may be well to consider 
very briefly other diseases for which infected milk may 
be held responsible. The most common milk-borne 
diseases are typhoid and scarlet fever, diphtheria, epi- 
demic sore throat, and epidemic diarrhoea. Others, such 
as cow-pox and foot-und-mouth disease are unimportant. 

Of the above more important ones it may be said with 
something approaching certainty that for typhoid and 
scarlet fever the cow is in no way accountable, and they 
must be put down to insanitary cowsheds, unwholesome 
water supply, or infection of the milk by attendants, 
milkers, dairy-hands, direct or indirect, and effected 
somewhere between the cow and the consumer. 

Milk diphtheria also is generally, if not always, to be 
accounted for by infection of the milk from some human 
source, and there is not sufficient evidence to show that 
the infectivity of the milk is due to a morbid condition 
of the cow. (2) ° 

A very common disease of the cow, namely mastitis, 
an inflammatory condition of the udder, must be con- 
sidered more fully. Whether arising from some injury 
or froma chill, or as a result of bad or careless milking, 
this disease is in the great majority of cases actually due 
to, or complicated by, the presence of micro-organisins 
in the milk sinuses or even in the gland acini. Hender- 
son, in an investigation of the pathology of mastitis found 
three main types--tuberculous, purulent, and hmor- 
rhagic, with streptococci as the predominating organisms 
in the purulent form, and a bacillus of the B. coli group 
as the prevailing one in the hzemorrhagic type. (3) Epi- 
demic diarrhoea, a specific bacterial disease affecting 
chiefly young children, is most frequently caused by the 
consumption of infected milk, and among the organisms 
held responsible for this serious condition are chiefly («) 
streptococci, (6) the bacillus enteriditis sporogenes 
(Klein), and (c) organisms of the bacillus coli type (Delé- 
pine). Two of these are among those described as pre- 
vailing in cases of mastitis. 

Again, of sore throat epidemics there have been 
several for which no other cause but infected milk could 
be assigned (4), and in several cases these outbreaks 
have been attributed by medical officers of health.to 
cows affected with mastitis, apparently of the ordinary 
purulent type (5). 

Whether direct infection from the cow does or does 
not occur in these cases, there is no doubt that the milk 
a cows affected with mastitis is quite unfit for human 

ood. : 
Ir this connection must be mentioned a matter Intl- 
mately concerned with the welfare and prosperity of the 
nation. Infant mortality in towns, with from 130-150 
deaths of children under 1 year old per 1,000 births, 1s 
standing menace, and the only rift in the cloud is to be 
found in the fact that medical officers of health, public 


(1) British Congress on Tuberculosis. Transactions 


vol. 1, p. 30. k 
(2) Bacteriology and Infective Diseases, Crookshank, 
p. 339, 4th edit. 7 I 
(3) Journal of Comparative Pathology. Vol. XVu., part }. 


(4) Bacteriology of Milk, Swithinbank and Newman; 
pp. 352-361. _ 

Wortley Axe, The Veterinary Record, 1904, pp. 575-34 . 

(5) Kenwood. British Medical Journal, 1904, p. 603. 
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health authorities, and municipal councils are alive to 
the danger and are omsegieadie striving for improve- 
ment. How great is the danger may be understood from 
the following quotations “In 1905 there was a loss to 
the nation of 120,000 dead infants in England and 
Wales alone.”(6) “That is to say, one quarter of the 
total deaths every year is of children under the age of 
12 months.” In speaking of preventive methods Dr. 
Newman says “ There is needed increased control of the 
milk supply. We have seen that infant mortality and 
particularly fatal diarrhoea, chiefly affects infants fed on 
condensed milk and cows’ milk, and only in the smallest 
degree those who are breast-fed.”(7) Further speaking 
of milk production “The importance of commencing the 
control of milk at the beginning can scarcely be over- 
estimated. If the cow be diseased or unclean nothing 
can correct the unsatisfactory character of the milk. 
From an administrative point of view it is important to 
emphasise the need for regular, frequent. and systema- 
tic veterinary inspection of all cows used for dairy pur- 
poses.” (8). 

Last and most important there is tuberculosis. What 
this dread scourge means to humanity it would be im- 
possible to adequately state, but in our own country 
with a highly educated people, with our vaunted and in 
many respects admirable public health administration, 
tuberculosis in one or other of its many forms is still 
responsible for a very large percentage of the total 
deaths. If we study the mortality statistics for the last 
50-60 years we find there has been a great decrease in 
the death rate due to tuberculosis in general, but only a 
slight decline in that form of tuberculosis—tabes mesen- 
terica—due to infection through the alimentary tract. 
Now it is possible that many deaths certified as due to 
tabes mesenterica were not really cases of primary intes- 
tinal infection, and therefore it is not safe to assume all 
these as due to infection by cows’ milk. That many of 
them were such cannot however bedoubted. Taking the 
year 1904 the death rate of infants under 1 year per 
1,000 births in England and Wales was 145, and of these 
6 per 1,000 were due to tuberculosis and 2°69 to tabes 
mesenterica (9). The possibility of infection with 
tuberculosis by means of cows’ milk is therefore a ques- 
tion of the most serious character. Prior to 1901 for 
many years it had been almost universally believed by 
pathologists that tuberculosis as present in the various 
species of animals, including man, was one and the same 
disease, differing slightly, if at all, only by reason of 
different environment, and more that there was a possi- 
bility of infection from one animal to another. That 
bovine tuberculosis could attack and infect man, caus- 
ing lesions in no wise differing from those of the com- 
monly observed forms in human tuberculosis was 
doubted by no pathologist of repute, and in fact many 
congresses and gatherings of representative men from 
the Universities and schools of Europe and America had 
affirmed and re-affirmed their sense of the danger and of 
the paramount importance of coping with it. Then 
came an amazing and startling dénowement. Koch, 
the discoverer of the tubercle bacillus—the man to whom 
many were looking for a remedy—-whose discovery of 
tuberculin had provided us with, if not a cure, an agent 
of vast importance in fighting and eradicating bovine 
tuberculosis—Koch, at the British Congress in 1901 
announced that, as the result of all his experience and of 
elaborate experiments, he was of opinion that bovine 
tuberculosis very rarely if ever infected human beings, 
and that it was inadvisable to take any measures against 
it. Iwasa member of that Congress, and [I shall not 
soon forget the consternation and misgiving that state- 
ment caused. One thing was evident, however, that 





notwithstanding the veneration for so eminent a master,. 
those best fitted to offer an opinion were not convinced: 
by the evidence brought forward--nay, they were 
strong to affirm that further investigation’ would 
justify the former opinion that any relaxation of efforts 
or measures to prevent infection from bovines would be 
culpable, and that a full and searching enquiry must at 
once be commenced. We may justly be proud that the 
statement of the case against Koch’s opinion was en- 
trusted to a member of our own profession—Professor 
M‘Fadyean. The Government impressed with the 
serious nature of the question at once granted a Royal 
Commission, appointed by the King in August, 1901, 
only one month after the Congress ended. 

_ The first interim report in 1903 prepared us for the 
findings of the second issued in January of this year. 
Rarely has a document involving more serious issues 
been published. In_ it (10) the Commissioners say 
“There can be no doubt but that in a certain number of 
cases the tuberculosis occurring in the human subject, 
especially in children, is the direct result of the intro- 
duction into the human body of the bacillus of bovine 
tuberculosis ; and there also can be no doubt that in the 
majority at least of these cases the bacillus is introduced 
through cow’s milk. Cow’s milk containing bovine 
tubercle bacilli is clearly a cause of tuberculosis, and of 
fatal tuberculosis in man.” Having in the course of 
their researches investigated some 60 cases of tubercu- 
losis in the human subject, the commissioners found that 
14 of them contained the bacillus of bovine tuberculosis 
or 23 per cent. Further “of the total 60 cases, 28 pos- 
sessed clinical histories indicating that in them the 
bacillus was introduced through the alimentary canal. 
Of these 13 contained the bovine bacillus (7.¢. 46 per cent.) 
These facts indicate that a very large proportion of 
tuberculosis contracted by ingestion is due to tubercle 
bacilli of bovine source. A very considerable amount of 
disease and loss of life, especially among the young, 
must be attributed to the consumption of cow’s milk 
containing tubercle bacilli.” 

The extent of the danger can be roughly guaged when 
we consider that about 30 per cent. of the milch cows of 
the country are tuberculous in some degree, and that 
about 2 per cent. of them have tuberculosis of the 
udder. Many more show some clinical symptoms of the 
disease, and on this point the report of the Royal Com- 
mission says :—‘‘The presence of tubercle bacilli in 
cow’s milk can be detected, though with some difficulty, 
if the proper means be adopted, and such milk ought 
never to be used as food. There is far less difficulty in 
recognising clinically that a cow is distinctly suffering 
from tuberculosis, in which case she may be yielding 
tuberculous milk. The milk coming from such a cow 
ought not to form part of human food, and indeed ought 
not to be used as food at all. Our results clearly point 
to the necessity of measures more stringent than those 
at present enforced being taken to prevent the sale or the 
consumption of such milk.” ; ; 
Here, then, we have in milk an article of almost uni- 
versal consumption, an ideal food, especially valuable 
for nursing mothers and young children, and for invalids, 
and yet possessing such potentialities as a carrier of 
disease. ,; 

What are the legal provisions for re gulating the trade 

in this important commodity '—Those which apply 

generally to England and Wales are:— 

(1) The Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk Shops Orders 
of 1885, 1886, and 1899, ; 

(2) The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1886, 
Sect. 9 (4). :; 

(3) The Ces Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890, 

Sec. 4. ; 








(10) Second Intcrim Report of Royal Commission, pp. 





(6) Infant Mortality, G. Newman, p. 2. 
(7) ” ” ” p- 318. 
et ~ p. 321. 


(9) Registrar-General’s Report for 1904. | 


36-37. 
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The Dairies, Cowsheds. and Milkshops Orders are 
made under Section 34 of the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act of 1878, and provide generally for the 
registration of all cowkeepers, dairymen, and purveyors 
of milk ; for the lighting, ventilation, drainage, and 
water-supply of cowsheds and dairies to the satisfaction 
of the local authority ; and for the prevention of infec- 
tion or contamination by servants or attendants, or by 
the improper use of the buildings. But besides these 
general provisions there are the two important sections 
viz., 13 and 15. Section 13 states that “a local authority 
may make regulations for (1) the inspection of cattle in 
dairies, (2) prescribing the lighting, ventilation, cleans- 
ing, drainage, and water supply, (3) for securing clean- 
liness of milk stores and milk vessels, (4) for prescribing 
precautions to prevent infection or contawination. 

Section 15, as amended by the Order of 1899, pro- 
vides that the milk of a diseased cow, (1) shall not be 
mixed with other milk, (2) shall not be sold or used for 
human food, and (3) shall not be used as food for swine 
or other animals unless boiled ; and in the case of (1) 
and (2) these shall apply to disease of the udder certified 
by a V.S. to be tubercular. 

The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1886, Sec. 9 
(4) gives an officer of the local authority power of entry 
for enforcing the said Orders (not including the Order 
of 1899) and this Act also defines the “local authority ” 
as the Rural or Urban Sanitsry Authority (so giving no 
power to the County Councils). 

The Infectious Diseases Prevention Act, 1890, Sec. 4, 
gives the Medical Officer of Health power to inspect any 
dairy, and if accompanied by a veterinary surgeon, the 
cattle, if he has evidence thit the milk is causing infec- 
tious disease (not including tubereulosis) provided that 
he has an order from a justice having jurisdiction in 
the district. The dairyman may then be required to 
show cause why an order should not be made requir- 
ing him not to supply milk in the district. ; 

By general consent these provisions are quite In- 
adequate and several of the larger cities and towns when 
promoting local Acts have taken the opportunity to 
obtain powers for dealing with the milk supply. The 
general lines on which the “ milk” clauses are framed 
are similar in most cases and they provide for :—(1) 
Veterinary inspection, and the taking of samples of milk 
from all cows in dairies situated in the town, and out- 
side the town with a local justice’s order. (2) The 
prohibition of the supply of milk from any dairy 
where the owner suspects, or the inspector finds the 
presence of a cow with a tuberculous udder. (3) The 
notification of any case or suspected case of tuber- 
culosis of the udder. 

What then are the alterations in the general legisla- 
tive provsions necessary to safeguard the public? Brietly 
they may be stated as follows: —- 

(1) That the word “shall” be substituted for “may” 
in Section 13 of the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
Order of 1886. 

A Committee appointed by the Royal Institute of 
Public Health in 1904 to consider the question of a 
Clean Milk Supply, and consisting of medical officers 
of health, bacteriologists, and representatives of the 
milk trade, in a report issued in 1906, say :—-“In the 
course of this enquiry an endeavour was made to obtain 
information as to the enforcement of the Order in the 
various districts in the kingdom. One fact left but 
little room for doubt, viz., that in a large majority of 
rural districts the Order is a dead letter. Under these 
circumstances the Committee are strongly of opinion 
that where the local Sanitary Authority is in default, 
the obligation to enforce the Order should devolve upon 
the County Council, and further, that the power to 
make regulations under the Order should be made com- 
pulsory and not permissive.” 





A similar recommendation was made by the second 
Royal Commission on Tuberculosis in their report 
issued in 1898. (Recommendation 10.) 

Dr. George Newman in his book on Infant Mortality 
(p. 322) says, “It is evident what the intention of the 
Legislature was in introducing the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops Orders and in inserting various regula- 
tions as to cubic space, etc., though it is not clear why 
the regulations are made permissive, or the Order allowed 
to remain so much a dead letter as it is.” 

(2) That it should be incumbent upon cowkeepers 
and dairymen to notify all diseases of the udder. 

It is manifestly both unsafe and unjust to allow the 
owner of the cow to decide which are, and which are not 
dangerous cases of udder disease, and especially when 
we remember that even for the veterinary surgeon tuber- 
culosis of the udder is one of the most difficult condi- 
tions to diagnose in the early stages. Thesecond Royal 
Commissivun on Tuberculosis (1898) recommended this 
step, whilst the latest report of the present Commission 
gocs beyond this and suggests a further addition to the 
law. Speaking of cows which may be recognised clini- 
cally to be distinctly suffering from tuberculosis they 
say “Our results clearly point to the necessity of 
measures more stringent than those at present enforced 
being taken to prevent the sale or consumption of such 
milk.” We may advise then— 

(3) That the definition of “disease” as used in the 
Orders shall be extended so as to include animals 
“clinically tuberculous.” 

A Special Committee of the Council of the City of 
Sheffield considering the subject of infant mortality, 
have just issued a report in February of this year in 
which they recommend “that the Board of Agriculture 
be urged to consider the advisability of extending the 
definition of “ disease” in the Dairies, Cowsheds, and 
Milksbops Orders.” Clinical tuberculosis would then 
become, in dairy cattle, a notifiable disease. Surely the 
veterinary profession is in a position to express an 
opinion on the “ advisability ” of this change. 

Then the resolutions of the National League for 
Physical Education are of great importance and we 
should urge their adoption, viz.: 

(4) “That the supervision of the milk supply be trans- 
ferred from the Urban and Rural District Councils to 
the County Councils.” At any rate we should agree that 
it is very necessary for the County Council to have 
concurrent powers, and : 

(5) “That instead of the present system of registra- 
tion of cowkeepers, a system of annual licenses should 
be substituted.” : 

(6) “That the powers conferred by local Acts on 
certain towns such as Manchester, Liverpool, -and 
Sheftield, relating to tuberculosis and milk should be 
extended to the whole country,” especially, we might 
add, the power to inspect “ outside” dairies. 

(7) And lastly, it is also highly necessary that tuber- 
culosis should be included in the definition of “disease” 
for the purposes of Section 4 of the Infectious Diseases 
(Prevention) Act of 1890, so that milk suspected of 
causing this disease among human beings may be pro- 
hibited. 

These suggested alterations in, and additions to, the 
law, regulating the milk supply would, if carried out 
entail considerable work for the trained veterinary 
surgeon. It is well therefore that the function of the 
V.S. should be strictly defined. His work consists 10 
the inspection of dairy cows, the clinical diagnosis 0 
disease, the collection of milk samples from suspect 
udders, and the inspection as to the sanitary conditions 
of cowsheds. After seeing that the milk is drawn frow 
healthy cows, kept under healthy conditions, the V.5- 
has fulfilled his office. The further treatment of the 
milk must be supervised by the M.O.H. and his staff : 
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but for the duties detailed above no one but the veteri- 
nary surgeon is fitted. On this point Prof. Sir Rupert 
Boyce speaking at the National Veterinary Association 
in Liverpvol last year, said, “ There is no doubt that 
the Medical Officer is best qualified from his position to 
judge of the ill-effects on man of diseased meat, unsound 
food of any kind, and contaminated milk, but his hands 
are, in my judgment, immensely strengthened if he has 
an expert who, like the Public Analyst, is able to give 
an authoritative opinion upon the meat, or the milk, or 
the contents of a tin of meat. At the present time there 
are not sufficient veterinary officers attached to Health 
Departments.” .... “Noone should be better quali- 
fied than the veterinary surgeon to pronounce an opinion 
upon the soundness or otherwise of a carcase or piece 
of meat, or the fitness of an animal to provide milk.” 

How to obtain recognition.—And now arises the ques- 
tion-—How shall we as a profession obtain general 
recognition as public advisers on the subject of milk, a 
recognition which it is our right to expect? It is in no 
selfish or narrow spirit that we claim to undertake this 
duty. Naturally we are glad of a wider scope for our 
knowledge and work, but first and foremost we have a 
profound faith in our ability to undertake it, and 
further we believe that no one withont the knowledge 
and training of a veterinary surgeon is capable of doing 
the work. 

I wonld suggest that there are three points to which 
attention should be directed: (1) The education of 
public opinion: (2) The professional education and 
training of our members and of veterinary students: (3) 
The influencing and enconraging of Parliament and 
county, municipal and district councils. 

As to the first of these points.—Every veterinary sur- 
geon has some influence on public opinion in his own 
district. It is for each member to assume, not ignorantly 
or blatantly, but in a dignified prefessional manner, his 
right to advise as to the dangers and the necessary safe- 
guards to protect the community from infected milk. 
There are in many localities dairies conducted on scien- 
tific and sanitary lines; with “tested” healthy cows, 
and it is for the veterinary surgeon to let it be known 
what a high value should be put on such efforts to en- 
sure healthy cows and clean milk. On the other hand 
some of the so-called model dairies are anything but 
models, and no reputable Veterinary surgeon can afford 
to act as permanent adviser to such concerns thriving 
on false pretences. 
appear as the professional experts of dairy firms whose 
methods they cannot endorse are guilty of deceiving the 
public and of hindering the progress of the profession. 
Again, county council lectures by veterinary surgeons 
are not always for the benefit of the profession, but any 
Instruction of the public with regard to milk is valuable 
to the consumer, to the respectable conscientious farmers 
and dairymen, and to the profession. 

The local press, too, may be a means for the dissemi- 
nation of much useful information on the subject, with- 
out being madean advertising medinm in any sense of 
the word. As Prof. Boyce said at Liverpool last year 
“A far more energetic effort should be made by the 
veterinary profession to capture many of the posts 
which now almost as a matter of routine fall to medical 
men. The way to capture them is to be equipped. 
Public opinion has of course to be educated, but let the 
veterinary profession take their part and make ready for 
a change which we consider inevitable in the interests 
of public health.” 

. The second point is therefore directed to our profes- 
Sional training. In this particular the improvement in 
recent years has been immense, but still I find no 
specific mention of “dairy and cowshed regulation and 
Inspection” in the syllabus of subjects to be taken for 
the diploma of M.R.C.V.S. It may be said that much 
of this knowledge is taught in connection with patho- 





Any of our members whose names / 





logy, hygiene and medicine, or at any rate that the stu- 
dent is put into such a position that his experience as a 
practitioner will in a short time supply the deficiency in 
the teaching. To some extent this may be true, but as 
a profession we must do more than this. If we are to 
make good our claim to advise on this question, we must 
see that our graduates receive specific training, and teach- 
ing directed to the subject. The veterinary science 
syllabus of London University makes special mention of 
dairy inspection and regulation and the other University 
courses will doubtless contain similar clauses. The 
various post-graduate courses available for our members 
in London, Liverpool, Manchester, etc., also pay atten- 
tion to this matter to a greater or lesser extent, but in 
my opinion the time has arrived when the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons should prescribe a course of 
study and practical training and grant a further di- 
ploma somewhat similar to ithe D.P.H. obtainable b 
medical men desirons of specialising in public health 
work, At any rate it is easily possible to grant the 
“Fellowship” diploma after an examination directed to 
some one special branch of our work, as for example, sur- 
gery, obstetrics, or veterinary sanitary science. By this, 
or other similar means, the hall-mark of professional 
approval would be set upon those courses of study ade- 
guate and efficient for the purpose and we should not 
have the humiliation of seeing our graduates required to 
produce the certificate demanded of the sanitary and 
nuisance inspector. 

Thirdly, there needs some political effort. We have 
had numerous suggestions in recent years in favour of 
our sending a veterinary surgeon to represent the pro- 
fession in Parliament. To my mind the difficulties in 
the way are almost insuperable for a small unorganised 
profession such as our own, but if even they were not, 
I do not think the advantages would be as great as 
they are often supposed. In any case our policy is to 
have this question of a pure milk supply raised in the 
House of Commons now, and it would be folly to 
wait until such time as a V.S. sits in Parliament. There 
are, however, other councils where members of the pro- 
fession can effect very valuable work. A veterinary sur- 
geon by the nature of his duties has a good knowledze 
of local affairs—he is brought into touch with many 
influential people and with many interests—-and his 
special knowledge on matters where animal diseases and 
animal” products, such as meat and milk, affect the 
publi¢ health, cannot fail to be of service to county, 
borcugh, or rural district councils. These are the 
authorfties which have to administer the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts and the Orders concerning 
milk and it is for some of our members, disinterested 
and willing to sacrifice their time, to come forward and 
serve the public and their profession at the same time, 
In this direction the numerous veterinary medical asso- 
ciations can well assist, by stimulating and energising 
suitable members to undertake this work, and by help- 
ing toreturn them. Political party spirit, though un- 
fortunately often strongly evident in municipal elections, 
is less rampant and imperative than in Parliamentary 
contests, arid or ce elected, the man who knows is always 
listened to. Again, a Public Health Act for England 
and Wales is long overdue ; many agencies and societies 
are endeavouring to influence and inform the Board of 
Agriculture and the Local Government Board, and we 
must see to it that the like recognition which was given 
tu the veterinary surgeon, as the only proper person to 
inspect. cattle in dairies, or for meat, by the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act of 1897, is given to the profession 
in England. Have we friends in Parliament ?—they 
mnst be approached and their help hespoken. Is the 
Parliamentary Committee of the R.C.V.S. actively pro- 
moting ovr case? It must be encouraged by all the 


members. ree 
I have quoted elsewhere in this paper from the report 
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into the whole question of the management and control 
of a Committee appointed by the Royal Institute of 
Public Health. Should not a Committee be appointed 
by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to enquire 
of milch cattle and cowsheds, and its bearing on the 
milk supply ; and further to put forward those pro- 

osals on which the whole profession in the United 

ingdom is agreed? It may be suggested that we are 
simply striving for such changes as will benefit the pro 
fession, but conscious as I believe we are that we can 
serve the community in some directions in which it is 
impossible for others to du so; knowing the appalling 
dangers of contaminated milk, and where the root of 
the evil lies ; it would be craven and cowardly to remain 
silent. Rather let us join in a united endeavour to re- 
move what is a reproach to our national reputation for 
sanitary reform, let us make our views known, and let 
us strive for the attainment of this essential part of an 
enlightened public heal h service. 








THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held on Saturday, Feb. 16th, 
1907, at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, 
W. A. Taylor, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., President, in the chair. 

The SECRETARY read circular convening meeting. 

Minutes of the last Annual Meeting were taken as 
read (the same having been printed and circulated ), 
received and adapted. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. A. L. Butters, R. Hughes, H. J. Dawes, 
Wm. Carless, Frank Somers, J. McKinna, W. Pack- 
man, W. Woods, and A. W. Mason. 

The PRESIDENT, in a brief address, apologised for not 
having committed his remarks to paper—-indeed, he 
failed to appreciate the rule directing that a presidential 
address should be delivered, for as the Society was 
essentially a business one that met once a year to record 
progress, it seemed to him in the face of the Secretary’s 
report and the Treasurer’s financial statement, totally 
unnecessary for the President to anticipate their reports. 
There was, however, one matter he wished to draw at- 
tention to, and it was in the nature of a complaint as 
to the indiscreet action of some members, against whom 
actions at law had been taken, in sheltering themselves 
behind a publicly expressed statement that they were 
members of a society which would take up and defend 
their case and it was a matter of indifference to them as 
to cost, as the Society would pay. Apart from prejudic- 
ing the Society and it’s funds, it was a rash statement to 
make. as rule vi (Defence Branch) clearly sets forth that 
the Council has discretionary power in granting assist- 
ance at all, and also as to the extent of such assistance. 
The Society was not, as some seemed to think, an insur- 
ance society. The objects were fairly described in the 
preamble to the rules. He (the President ) suggested 
that a leaflet drawing attention to the inadvisability of 
publicly parading the support of the Society be drawn 
up and attached to the Annnal Report. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried, that the sug- 
gestion of the President in the latter portion of his 
remarks be adopted, and that a slip be printed and 
issued to members with the Report. 

The SECRETARY, in presenting his annual report, re- 
ferred to the death of two of our old members, Mr. Geo. 
Morgan, of Liverpool, and Mr. J. E. Scriven, of Tad- 
caster. 

Mr. Morgan was our oldest member‘ and had devoted 
many years to the good work. For a long time he acted 
as secretary, and on the death of his colleague, Mr. P. 
Taylor, he was elected President, a position he filled with 
honour for many years. He was also a Life Governor. 
of the Benevolent Fund, We deplore our loss, 


Mr. J. E. Scriven was also an old member of Council, 
and did much valuable work for the Society. 

We have had seven deaths during the year and six 
resignations, and enrolled nine new, members, making 
our list of members 267, a very small percentage of 
the members of our profession—showing how thought- 
less a good many are. In my opinion every new 
Member ought to join as soon as he commences <to 
practice, for he cannot tell how soon he may require 
assistance, especially as regards defence in vexatious 
lawsuits; and we have good evidence that many a 
widow has deplored the fact that her husband was not 
a member. 

We have had many applications for grants, and several 
defence cases to settle or defend during the past year. 
We were successful in defending a member in another 
case of prosecution by an officer of the R.S.P.C.A. for 
giving what he thought a candid professional opinion in 
regard toa lame horse. This is not the first time we 
have had to defend a member from these unwarrant- 
able prosecutions. 

The Council have held four meetings during the year, 
but a good deal of work has been conducted by the 
Executive in the mezntime. I am _ pleased to report 
that the Society is prospering, and doing quietly a good 
and helpful work for its members. 

The TREASURER in his report, pointed ont that the in- 
come of the Defence Branch had exceeded the expendi- 
ture by the sum of, £51 18 4. ° 

There were 271 members on the books on Dec. 31st 
last, of which 226 have paid their subscription, and 45 
had not paid. 

The amount of subscription in arrear was £44 2 0, 

The balance at Bankers, Dec. 31st, 1906 was, £872 10 9. 

The income of the Benevolent Branch in 1906, amount- 
ed to the sum of £137 0 2; and the expenditure to 
£85 4 3. 

Invested funds £4,200. 

The total of the funds in both branches is, £5,337.16.6. 

The balance sheet being taken as read, having been 
circulated, was received and adopted. 

It was proposed, seconded and carried that several 
members being some 5 years in arrear be again written 
to calling their attention to the fact—and if unanswer- 
ed, their names to be at once struck off the register. 

It was proposed, seconded, and carried that £400 out 
of the Defence Fund be invested in Manchester Corpor- 
Lation Stock for a term of 3 years. 

Letter received from Mr. Joun LAwson resigning his 
position as one of the trustees was received and accepted 
with regret. It was proposed, seconded, and carried, 
that Mr. Epwin FauLKNer, of Manchester, be elected 
trustee in Mr. Lawson’s place. 

The following gentlemen were appointed officers for 
the ensuing year :— 

President.—-Mr. W. A. Taytor, F.R.C.V.S., Manches- 

ter. 

Vice-President.—Mr. W. Woops, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan. 

Treasurer.—Mr. J. B Wourrennoitme, F.R.C.V.S., 
Quay Street, Manchester. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. Sam. Locke, Grosvenor Street, 
Oxford Road, Manchester. 

Council.—J. Asson, Sheffield ; A. L. Butrers, Lon- 
don ; E. FAULKNER, Manchester ; T. HopKry, Man- 
chester ; A. Lawson, Manchester ; A. W. Mason, 
Leeds ; J. M’Kinna, Huddersfield ; F. W. Somers, 
Leeds ; H. Sumner, Liverpool ; W. O. WILLIAMS, 
Liverpool ; W. Suiptey, Gt. Yarmouth; R. C 
TRIGGER, Newcastle-under-Lyne. 

Auditors.—Messrs. ButcHER, Ditron and PowNaLl, 
and Mr. H. W. CHorurTon. ; 

A vote of thanks to the President and past officers 

closed the proceedings. 








Sam. Locker, Hon. Sec. 
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THE VETERINARY MUTUAL DEFENCE FUND. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 31sT Dec., 1906. 





Dr. Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, 102 Quay Street, Manchester, Honorary Treasurer, in account with the Fund. Or. 














Dec. 31st, 1905. £sad £8 d. | Dec. 31st, 1906. £ os. d. 
To Cash at Bankers 820 12 5 | By Hire of Rooms 1 2 6 
Dec. 31st, 1906. Printing and Stationery 10 1 9 
To Entrance Fees and Subscrip- Law Costs "90 13 10 
tions received for 1906, in- Auditing Charges 220 
cluding Arrears, as per list 139 13 0 Secretary's Postages : & ® 
Subscriptions received for 1907 Treasurer’s Postages 2 2 6 
paid in advance, as per list 111 6 Cheque Book 13 0 
Bank Interest 18 10 5 ———__— 
159 14 11 | Balance at Bankers 
£980 7 4 





We have examined the above written account and certify the same to be correct, 


Harry D. Cuortron, 
18th January, 1907. Aurrep H, Pownau, F.C.A. 











THE VETERINARY MUTUAL BENEVOLENT FUND. 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 31sT DEc., 1906. 


£«. 64 


107 16 7 
872 10 9 





£980 7 4 





Dr. Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, 102 Quay Street, Manchester, Honorary Treasurer in account with the Fund, Or. 














Dec. 31st, 1905 £2.8 28a & Dec. 31st, 1906. £ os. d. £ s. d, 
To Cash at Bankers 214 4 1 By Cheque Book 013 0 
Dec. 31st, 1906. Printing and Stationery 015 6 
To Mersey Docks & Harbour Board— —--— 1 8 6 
Half Year’s Interest on Bond for Grants and Donations — 
£1300 at 34 per cent., less tax 21 12 3 J. 12 0 0 
One year’s Interest on Bond for eo. 2. 6 0 0 
£600 at 34 per cent., less tax 17 16 2 J. H. H. 3 0 0 
Manchester Corporation Improve- E. F.C. " ° 8 
ment Department :— J. R. Sate 5 0 : 
One year’s Interest on Mortgage Mr. 8.’s Family 5 0 : 
for £900 at 34 per cent. less tax 29 18 6 G. W. L. : : . 
One year’s Interest on Mortgage F.G. W. il - 
for £800 at 38 p. cent., less tax 25 13 0 E. W. . :* 
Salford Corporation Gas Depart- P. M. 
ment :-— J. H. H. i810 0 
On year’s Interest on Mortgage of 4 M W. ; : ; 
£600 at 34 per cent., lesstax 1919 0 - a 94 10 0 
Bank Interest 5 1 1 ” ; 
Income Tax refunded 1317 2 Balance at Bankers 265 5 9 
Donations received ; £s.d 
M. H, Andrews 010 6 
J. W. Edwards 010 6 
Western Counties Vet. 
Med. Association 22 0 
-———_ 3 
137 0 2 | 
£351 4 3 £351 4 38 
YVESTMENTS. 
INVESTMENTS — 
Mersey Dock and Harbour Board, 3¢ per cent. repayable March 27, 1911 600 0 0 
” ” - , duly 1, 1914 - 1300 0 0 
Manchester Corporation Improvement Department, 3% per cent. Mortgage, repayable March 25, 1913 800 0 0 
3h ss = . Sept. 29, 1909 900 0 0 
" : 908 600 0 0 


Salford Corporation Gas Department, 34 per cent. Mortgage, repayable Jan. 13, 1 











We have examined the above written account and securities and certify the sam 
Haary D. CHorton, 
Aurrep H. Pownatt, F.C.A. 


18th January, 1907. 
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VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF MANITOBA. 


The annual meeting of the veterinarians of the Pro- 
vince was held in Brandon on Thursday, Feb. 21st, at 
City Hall, when they received an address of welcome 
from the Vice-President of the Board of Trade. In the 
absence of the President, Dr. McFadden, the chair was 
taken by the Vice-President, Dr. Martin. The follow- 
ing members were present :—-Drs. Robinson, Fisher, 
Coxe, Elliott, McMillan, and Lawley, Brandon ; Dun- 
bar, Williamson, Martin, Woods, and Torrance, Winni- 

eg; McGilvray, Binscarth ; Stevenson, Carman ; 
owcroft, Birtle ; Hackett, Hartney ; Jameison, Ken- 
ton ; Young, Rapid City ; Marshall, Oak Lake. 
The annual report of the Secretary-Treasurer and 
Registrar showed the affairs of the Association to be in 
a prosperous condition, the membership ninety-one, an« 
the financial statement showing a satisfactory balance 
in the bank. 
The report of the Committee on Ethics was read and 
discussed clause by clause, and finally adopted without 
amendment, and will be incorporated in the by-laws. 
This code is practically the same as that of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year :— 
President.—Dr. W. E. Martin, Winnipeg. 
Vice-President.—Dr. 8. A. Coxr, Brandon. 
Sec.-Treas. & Registrar. Dr. F. ToRRANCE, Winnipeg 
Examiners.—Drs. W. E. Martin, F. Torrance, and 
J. A. STEVENSON. 

Council—in addition to above :— Drs. W. R. Taytor, 
Portage la Praire ; J. M. Youne, Rapid City; and 
S. Ropinson, Brandon. 

“ Chloroform Anesthesia” was the title of an interest- 
ing paper read by Dr. Martin, in which he described the 
action of the drug, its effect on animals, and its use in 
veterinary surgery. A full discussion followed ; many 
of the members relating their experience in chloroforii- 
ing horses and other animals, and all agreeing as to its 
great value, not only in preventing pain, but also in 
abolishing the struggling and movements of the animal-, 
which would interfere with delicate surgery. 

The following resolutions were adopted: That tlc 
Council appoint three members a Programme Committee, 
to assist the Secretary in preparing a programme for 
the next meeting. 

That the semi-annual meeting be held at Winnipeg. 

That the Secretary correspond with some well known 
American veterinary surgeons with the object of get- 
ting one to attend our next meeting to operate at the 
clinic. 

That a resolution of condolence upon the death of the 
late R. S. Scurfield. of Crystal City, be passed, and a 
copy sent to his widow. 

hat in view of his services to the profession, Dr. 
S. J. Thompson be elected an Honorary Member. 

That « vote of thanks be tendered the Brandon City 
Council for their hospitality. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

F. Torrance, Sec.-7'reas. 








LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The forty-fifth annual meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Manchester, on Feb. 22nd. The President, A. II. 
Darwell, Esq., of Northwich, in the chair, and the 
attendance included Prof. Williams, Messrs. Brittlebank, 
Packman, Wolstenholme, Giblin, Martin, Dobie, Sum- 
ner, Clarkson, Garnett, Carter, McKinna, Faulkner, 
Burndred, Noar, W. A. Taylor, Woods, Bartrum, G. H. 
Locke and Laithwood. Amongst the visitors were 





Lieut.-Colonel Appleton, Dr. Sergeant, Dr. Dearden, 
and Captain Ridler. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Prof. Delépine, Drs. Niven, Tattersall, 
Greenwood, and Meredith Young. 

On the motion of Mr. W. A. Taylor, seconded by Mr. 
Brittlebank, the minutes of the last annual meeting were 
taken as read. 

Correspondence was submitted to the meeting to the 
effect that the Liverpool, Yorkshire, and Eastern Coun- 
ties had decided to amalgamate with the Lancashire 
V.M.A. in support of the candidature of their nominees 
at the forthcoming election. 

Mr. J. H. Gopper, Liverpool, was elected a member 
of the Association on the proposal of Mr. G. H. Locke, 
seconded by Mr. Brittlebank. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Aubert H. Darwe tt, M.R.C.V.S., Northwich. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you sincerely 
for your kindness in electing me to fill the honourable 
position as your president for the ensuing year, and [ 
assure you that I appreciate the honour very much. 
Remembering, as [ do, many who have filled this office 
during the thirty-one years that I have been a member 
of the Association, I feel unworthy to follow in their 
footsteps, but nevertheless when requested by sych a 
unanimous vote to occupy the position I felt it would 
be unworthy of me if [ did not accept the office, for 1 
felt sure I might rely upon your kind help and considera- 
tion to enable me to conduct the business of the Asso- 
ciation to your satisfaction, and it was this confident 
feeling that you would extend to me that help in the 
future that you have so willingly given tothe Presidents 
of the past that at once decided the question of my 
accepting the chair for the ensuing year. 

ell, gentlemen, looking into the past thirty years or 
so, one cannot help being struck with the great progress 
which has been made in the profession during that 
period. At one time during those years, two years 
tuition at a veterinary college was considered sufficient 
time in which a student should master all the subjects 
necessary for him to present himself for examination 
for his diploma. That period was increased to three 
years, and now we all know it is a four years course. 
With this increased curriculum more knowledge of the 
subjects under consideration can be obtained, and un- 
doubtedly the theoretical training of our graduates is 
vastly improved, but I fear their practical knowledge 
has not increased in the same ratio, and more attention 
ought to be given tothe practical side of the students’ 
training than is at present the case. In the old days 
when two or three years was considered sufficient for the 
collegiaté course the student often passed at Jeast one 
year, and often two years with a practitioner before 
entering college ; now, however, this is rarely the case, 
as a parent naturally looks at the financial side of the 
question, and wants his son to be in a position to earl 
his own living as soon as possible. This being so, every 
possible facility ought to be given at college for the study 
of the practica! work of the profession. Undoubtedly 
with the student’s better acquaintance with pathology, 
morbid anatomy, therapeutics, and bacteriology, he 
ought to be better able to understand the diseases, the 
changes which take place in a diseased structure, the 
medicine best to prescribe to effect a cure or relieve the 
symptoms presented, also the various causes of disease, 
and in these four all important subjects the student 
cannot be too proficient. In addition his power ° 
observation must be cultivated or the subjects men 
tioned will be of little use practically, which after a! 
is the most essential thing. One sometimes hears It 
stated that the student of to-day is too highly edu- 
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cated, and that after leaving college much that he has 
learnt is forgotten. Granted that much is forgotten in 
some cases, we wust not lose sight of the fact that with 
the spread of literature, knowledge which a few years 
ago could only be obtained by a few is now open to the 
poorest subject of the King, thanks to the spread of 
technical schools, and we must be able to show to the 
public at large that we have studied the sciences and are 
fit and proper people to occupy the position as profes- 
sional men. I say without the least hesitation that our 
motto must be Progress, for to stand still is essentially 
to degenerate, and any proposal to advance the profes. 
sion, if even that be to extend the course at college to 
five years, must have our cordial support 

Many more appointments are now open to veterinary 
surg.ons than was formerly the case, and we must lose 
no opportunity in showing that we are capable of tak- 
ing these appointments when offered to us. I hope 
that we may all see before many years have passed that 
each town in the kingdom sees the necessity in the 
interest of public health that a veterinary surgeon is ap- 
pointed to work with the Medical Officer of Health. 
Surely there is in most towns of ordinary size plenty of 
work for a veterinary surgeon to do to occupy his whole 
time in the inspection of meat and milk, and the dairies 
from whence the milk supply comes, and these duties 
might easily in small towns be coupled with those of 
attending to the sick animals belonging to the borough. 
I say that the public require educating to the great 
danger which at present exists with reference to the 
food they eat and from whence it comes, and in my 
humble opinion it would be a great help to further this 
end if more of our members would interest themselves in 
municipal work and come out of their shells a little 
more and try to obtain seats on corporate bodies. If 
we did this I think we should be taking a great step in 
bringing about a condition of things which I am sure we 
all should like to see. 

This brings one to speak of Parliamentary representa- 
tion, and although no clear way appears open at present 
by which this very desirable condition of things can be 
brought about, I do hope that in the near future the 
profession may be properly represented in the House of 
Commons. 

I am a strong advocate for the profession being ofli- 
cially and fully represented at all gatherings of societies 
to which we may be invited, and which have any rela 
tion toour own work. For instance we ought to accept 
much more readily than is at present the case all invita- 
tions to be present at such meetings as those of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health and the Sanitary Insti- 
tute, for unless we take our stand at these meetings we 
Shall only have ourselves to blame if appointments— 
which we are able, and in some cases the only proper 
ones to occupy—-are given to others. 

I do not know whether an account which appeared in 
The Daily Graphic for December 6th, 1906, under the 
heading of “ Poison in the Jug,” has come under your 
notice, but if not, perhaps you will kindly give me your 
attention whilst I read a portion of it, which is as fol- 
lows :—“ A deputation from the Royal Institute of 
Public Health was received yesterday at the offices of 
the Board of Agriculture by Sir Edward Strachey, Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Board, in the absence of 
Lord Carrington, on the subject of Milk Supply Regn- 
lations. Professor W. R. Smith, King’s College, Lon- 
don, and Principal of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health, headed the deputation, and emphasised the con- 
tents of a report by a Committee of the Institute which 
stated that the time had arrived in the interest of the 
public when vigorous steps should be taken to safeguard 
consumers of milk against infectious organisms con- 
veyed in milk. Tuberculosis, he said, could be conveyed 
through the milk either from the cow or person milking 
acow. They recommended that the orders as to cow- 








sheds should be made compulsory instead of permissive, 
that the registration of dairies should imply a license 
that more stringent provisions should b: made for con- 
trolling the sale of milk in small shops; that specially 
constructed milk cans should be utilised for the con- 
veyance of milk from the firms to the cities, or the use of 
bottles as in America and Denmark ; and that County 
Councils should be empowered to appoint veterinary 
inspectors to deal with the inspection of cows,’ 

I will not trouble you with the whole of Sir E. 
Strachey’s reply, but simply say that he was entirely in 
favour of some snch regulations as were maa tar 
Professor Smith, and said the whole question would be 
considered by the President of the Board. Now, gentle- 
men, that account of the visit of the deputation speaks 
for itself. The mention of our profession so pointedly is 
a thing we ought not to lose sight of. No doubt this 
meeting at the Board of Agriculture has been noted by 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. I think we 
can trust our worthy representatives on the Council to 
watch our interests. 

I should like to say a few words with reference to the 
question of the annual registration fee, of which we 
have heard and read so much lately, and which was 
under discussion at one of our recent meetings. I men- 
tion this matter not altogether as to the advisability of 
having the payment of sucha fee made lawful or not, 
but rather to call attention toa remark made by Mr. 
Woods when we had the matter under discussion, and if 
I understood him rightly I gathered that the examiners 
were actually out of pocket when conducting the exam- 
inations. I assure you this statement came as a great 
surprise to me ; not that I thought for one moment that 
the position of an examiner was a lucrative one, but [ 
did think they were at least paid their expenses and a 
little in hand besides. I can only say that such a con- 
dition of things as at present exists ought to be altered 
without further delay. We all, I think, must admit 
that the post of an examiner is an honourable one, but 
we can hardly expect it to be honorary as well. 

That is not the only aspect of the case. Many 
eminent men of the sister profession and other profes- 
sions act in conjunction with ours as examiners, and it 
is unfair to expect that they should give up three or four 
days in a week and be out of pocket in the bargain. Un- 
doubtedly we want the very best men we can get to act 
as examiners. They ought to be paid a fee sufficient to 
cover all expenses and recompense them for their valua- 
ble time. If the financial state of our College does not 
permit of this being done, then by all means let some- 
thing be done to make it possible. There appears to be 
a difference of opinion as to the advisability of an annual 
registration fee being imposed, or at least this seems to 
be the conclusion one is bound to come to on reading 
the reports of the meetings of other Societies. One 
great ahlection or difficulty which might crop up is that 
of collecting the fees. [ would much prefer an increased 
fee being paid when a graduate obtains his diploma, and 
Iam sure very few would object to do so, in fact on re- 
collecting one’s own feelings at that time I knew I would 
willingly have paid double the fee if it had been neces- 
sary. It might be argued that it’s all very well now 
that we are qualified advocating such an increased fee 
for future graduates to pay whilst weare exempt. How- 
ever, I feel sure that there is not one in this room who 
would not gladly subscribe a guinea or two to — the 
funds of his Alma Mater if it were absolutely 
necessary. 

During the last few years one has seen removed from 
our midst many who have played a very prominent part 
in our profession. Such names as Fleming, Williams, 
and Walley will ever be remembered by us, and one 
hardly likes to think what the profession would have 
been without their help. Fleming for his gentlemanly 
bearing, sound scholarly learning ; Williams for his 
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sound practical knowledge, right down common sense ; 
and Walley for that quiet laborious and studious life, 
which, if not so prominently to the fore as the two 
former, yet, was an example to the student who came 
under his care which that student can never forget. 
Many have exercised locally a great influence for good 
in their profession, and in mentioning the three I have 
_I do not depreciate for one moment the good others have 
done and whose names we cherish. 

Gentlemen, I feel that I have occupied far too long, 
and in conclusion will ask you one and all to try to 
attend the meetings as often as possible. I own I have 
not been a very frequent attender myself, but when you 
remember that I live about twenty miles away and that 
the day of meeting is generally on our erleet day, it 
means ena ag leaving one’s practice half a day when 
often there is the most business done. I think there is 
some excuse for me, but I assure you I intend to im- 
mens, and I trust you will all do the same. I should 

ike you to bringas many morbid specimens to our meet- 

ings and relate as many interesting cases as come under 
your notice, for from the examination of the former and 
the hearing of the latter we can learn much. 

Such Societies as ours do a vast amount of good in 
many ways, and for myself [ can honestly say I never 
go home after one of our meetings without feeling that 
I have learned something. We ought all to urge neigh- 
bouring practitioners to join our Association and then 
to live up to the motto of our College, Vis untta fortior. 
I sincerely trust and hope that the deliberations of the 
Association during the ensuing year of my office may be 
to the advancement and good of the profession of which 
all of us ought to be justly proud. 


Mr. W. A. TAYLor said they were no doubt aware 
that it was unusual to discuss the Presidential address, 
but he could not refrain from expressing admiraticn for 
the remarks made by their newly elected President. It 
was with great pleasure that he proposed a vote of 
thanks for the sound and sensible address they had just 
listened to. 

This was seconded hy Mr. Faulkner, supported by 
Mr. Sumner, and was earried unanimously. 

Mr. DarwELL briefly returned thanks. 


THE DINNER. 


The PRESIDENT, in proposing the toast of “The King,” 
said very few words would be required, for they all 
knew what a thorough type of English gentleman the 
King was. 

The toast was most heartily responded to. 

The PrEsIDENT then proposed “The Queen, their 
Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, and 
the other members of the Royal Family.” 

This toast also was loyally responded to. 

Mr. Woops proposed “The Imperial Forces.” He de- 
sired to relate a conversation which he had had with an 
old man-o’-warsman, who thought there was nothing in 
the world to equal the British Navy, and who had a 
corresponding contempt for any other Navy. This 
conversation occurred just after the loss of the Monta- 
gue, and Mr. Woops had ventured to snggest that it 
was a rather expensive way of teaching geography to run 
a ship ashore on Lundy Island. The reply was that it 
was not navigation that won battles but tactics. Mr. 
Woops also drew his attention to the building and use 
of submarines, and got as a reply that in Nelson’s time 
battles were fought on the top of the water, but if ever 
the time came when a battle was fought on the bottom 
of the water it would be found that there was a bigger 
British Navy there than all the other nations put togeth- 
er. He, Mr. Woops, thought that was sufficient to show 
that they ought to express their best wishes for the wel- 
fare of the Navy. 





Respecting the army he confessed to some confusion 
regarding the arrangements going on. Mr. Haldane 
proposed to disband about ten thousand men and yet the 
effective forces for foreign service were to be improved 
thereby. It reminded him of his experience with invest- 
ments in companies where they have a so-called re-con- 
struction of capital. They go in for a reduction of capi- 
tal and then you find that instead of the concern doing 
no good at all it becomes possessed of a big reserve fund. 
This, however, does not seem to do any good except on 
paper. This scheme of Mr. Haldane’s appears to be in 
a similar state. 

Lieut.-Col. APPLETON responded on behalf of the Im- 

rial Forces. He expected that many of them would 

ave been puzzled by the movements of the army during 
recent years, but they could now claim to have an Army 
as well equipped, well organised, and as mobile as any 
forces in the world. They had the assurance of both 
foreign and home critics that the cavalry was better 
equipped and better mounted than ever. The class of 
horse supplied to the cavalry is about 15 to 15.3 hands 
and there would be a demand for tl:ese horses for many 
years to come. He believed now that it was difficult to 
supply the demand. The mounted infantry had proved 
their excellence, and this would create a huge demand 
for cobs from 14 to 15 hands. 

The artillery are proving, and always have proved 
to be the very best there is. This was especially the case 
now that they had got the new guu. The old horse 
which used to be supplied has been replaced by a strong 
horse from 15 to 15.2 hands. This has proved satisfac- 
tory, for he stays better, works better and is more man- 
ageable. The only mounted branch there is any fear of 
is the Army Service Corps and the Royal Engineers. He 
thought there would be a decrease here. Most of their 
work could be done by motor power which could be de- 
pended upon more than horse power. The Yeomanry 
are much in favour just now and will become more so, 
For they are of real value to the State. The same re- 
mark applied to the Volunteers, who have proved ‘heir 
worth, and who without doubt would be increased. He 
believed the Navy to be the strongest in the world. 
Many people take alarm at certain ships being struck 
off the active list, but he considered this to be necessary 
to obtain uniformity of speed. 

Captain RIDLER also responded. Respecting mech- 
anical transport he could not quite agree as to its replac- 
ing horse power yet. It was satisfactory ona hard road, 
but you do not always get this condition. The difficulty 
of obtaining water had also to be considered. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME deeply appreciated the honour 
conferred upon him in asking him to propose the toast 
“The medical profession.” He had said before, and 
would say again, that he considered the medical art to 
be the finest vocation a man could be engaged in. It is 
just that much of science that it demands of a man that 
he should be well in touch with various sciences. Rules 
that, however dexterous, however observant, however 
skilful, in many directions he may be, he can always 
apply to the direction of art. Personally he failed to see 
that the time wonld ever come when medicine and sur- 
gery could be called one of the sciences. 

If it were possible he almest thought the race would 
degenerate, but there is so much still left to art so much 
for courage, so much for skill, so much for adaptability 
in crisis, so much in managing particular cases, that he 
believed the finest qualities would be lost if ever this was 
reduced to a science. 

It has been good fortune that the veterinary profes- 
sion should have been all along linked with their 
confréres—the medical men proper. Although he must 
say medical men proper he could see no distinction be- 
tween the two branches of the medical and healing art— 
they are one. Fora good many years veterinary sul 
geons have been desiring ultimately to impress thell 
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medical confréres with the idea that they had emerged | fought a Bill in Parliament which had given them the 
from their swaddling clothes, that they are more or less | power to inspect all food supplies coming into the City. 
ualified as medical men in the broad sense of the word, | The trade of Manchester was increasing, and its imports 
d and that they are more or less desirous, not simply of | were increasing. Although they were not getting their 
earning their living, but of putting the results of their | share of foreign meat he had no doubt that before long 
training more largely to the uses of the State. Whilst |a larger share would be sent, and they would agree that 
on the one hand some of their work had been curtailed | this should be inspected. He again expressed thanks 
by the use of motor traction yet on the other hand there | for the reception of the toast and the cordial manner in 
had been some added to it in service to the State and} which he had been received. 
service to Municipalities. It was some twenty yearsago| Dr. SerGeANT felt honoured in being called upon to 
that a deputation from the Lancashire V.M.A. called up-| propose the toast of “The Veterinary Profession.” As 
on the Mayor and pointed out that they bad certain|a Medical Officer of Health he felt very much indebted 
knowledge of value tothe community. The deputation | to the veterinary profession, for it had been of great 
were astonished that surprise should be expressed at that | assistance to him, He dated back his experience to 
fact. They had not even climbed so far up the ladder as| 1874, and remembered at that time that the public 
to be able to say that anything was the matter with a| health department was ina very embryonic state, and 
piece of meat unless it stank, or that anything more was | the veterinary profession was entirely different to what 
required to safeguard the public with respect to theani-|it is now. In his early days he had to confer with 
mal foods which itate. The profession had gained some | veterinary surgeons, but he did not get the assistance 
distance since then, and the public had been educated,| expected. This was not so now, for they had assumed 
and accepted the fact that more was required. such a position they ought to be proud of, and one that 
The veterinary profession were anxious at such g:+th-| certainly the Public Health service was pleased they had 
erings as this to express the desire that their medical | attained. They claimed the position of experts on the 
confréres would, as far as possible point out to the cor-| character of food, especially animal food. He believed 
porate bodies whom they served that there is a sp cial| that was a position they should take. It was a high 
training which requires years to obtain that is of great|and distinguished position they now held in preventive 
: use in helping the Medical Officer of Health, because, | medicine. 





3 after all, he is responsible for the health of the commu-| He thought that members of the profession who had 
: nity, and the veterinary surgean is an adjunct to a cer-| been mentioned had, by their bacteriological research 


tain degree, as for instance in the matter of the trans-|and in various ways, taught a great deal to the medical 
mission of tuberculosis, in the matter of the great] profession, for which, as representing the Public Health 
amount of diseased meat which is to-day being eaten | service, they were deeply indebted. Every county, and 


i for want of efficient inspection, in the inatter of the de-|every large town should have a veterinary medical 
¥ tection of animals which have died of anthrax and simi-| inspector. It should be recognised that men filling the 
¥ lar diseases, where the carcases of such animalsare taken | positions of food inspectors should not be known as 
a to distant boroughs and placed upon the market as food. | such but as veterinary medical officers, and be the right 
‘ It is only the man who has been long drilled and skilled | hand man of the Medical Officer of Health. They ought 
§. in this particular part of preserving the health of the| to press forward this branch. 
. community that can be of really effective use tothecom-| With respect to the work they had to do in the case 
rs munity. of infectious Cisease, they had not the records of the 
®: The higher branch of their profession,—the medical |exact distribution of epidemic diseases among cattle. 
F profession—be profoundly admired, and if it were pos-|That should not be so, but records should be as cars- 


sible to start again he would become a medical man. | fully kept as was the case in regard to infectious disease 
However he was in love with his own profession. He]among human beings. Take anthrax for instance. In 
had always regarded it as the highest vocation which a| some country districts where supervision is most limited, 
man could perform for humanity—-that of tending to | they are able to get this slink meat into the towns and 
their ailments and diseases. it is then difficult to find. He advised members of the 
Dr. DEARDEN on behalf of the medical profession | veterinary profession to emerge from the bushel behind 
thanked them for so heartily responding to the toast. He! which they were hiding and pushon. Mr. Wolstenholme 
desired also, particularly to thank Mr. Wolstenholme for | had spoken of the higher medical profession but they were 
the elognent manner in which he had proposed it. They | all members of the healing profession, and whether they 
could not have been more fortunate in their selection for | were dealing with human beings—-the higher animal— 
proposer of the toast because Mr. Wolstenholme knew] or the lower animal, they bad a noble work to do- 
practically all that is worth knowing about the medical | noble in that they had to heal poor dumb creatures that 
profession. In speaking of the two professions Mr.| are often so badly treated. 
Wolstenholme had, to some extent, deprecated the} Mr. Mason responded on behalf of the veterinary 
veterinary profession. He, Dr. Dearden, did not agree | professi n, and expressed his opinion that in the im- 
with that, for he had a deep respect for and thoroughly | mediate future they would attain to the position held 
appreciated its importance. He was most struck with | out by Ur. Sergeant. ve 
the importance of the veterinary professi_n when attend- teferring to the issue of a higher degree of diploma by 
ing the International Congress on Tuberculosis in Lon-| the Edinburgh and Glasgow Universities, he thought it 
don. It would be remembered that the medical world| behoved the profession to carefully watch such ordin- 
was very much upset by Prof. Koch’s famous pro-|ances, and to see that the “ one portal” system was 
houncement as to the transmissibility of the disease. | adhered to. oa 
he medical men present were thunderstruck, and the| Mr. TayLor remarked that the toast of The Presi- 
man who put them straight, the man who restored confi-| dent” was not the least important on the list. He had 
ence, was a veterinary surgeon, Prof. M’Fadyean,—and | had the p'easure of being acquainted with Mr. Darwell 
the veterinary surgeon had come out on top in this| for the 31 years that he had been a member of the As- 
respect. : sociation. They might rest assured that they had in 
The two professions have been very much allied, and | their President a man in whom their confidence would 
particularly in the branch of preventive medicine. _He| not be misplaced. Mr. Taylor appealed to the oye 
Was much interested in being present, because by force | to support their President in a proper omg - : lat 
of circumstances he was engaged in that brancli of pre- | at - _ —* ey — be able to say, Well done, 
ventive medicine which i S inspection of food. | good and faithful servant. 
he Port Sanitary pon the ng Famed a had recently | The Prestpent thanked them most heartily for the 
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manner in which the toast to his health had been res- 
ponded to. He strongly advised the younger members 
of their profession, to join similar associations for in so 
doing they would come into contact with eminent and 
experienced practitioners, and thus be able to enlarge 
their knowledge. 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK rose with great pleasure to propose 
the toast to “ The Visitors.” The veterinary profession, 
he said, would not play second fiddle to anyone in the 
matter of hospitality. He regretted that many old 
friends who were expected had been unable to be 
present, and particularly that Prof. Delépine could not 
attend. He, Mr. Brittlebank, had enjoyed the hospitality 
of the Medical Officers Society (North-Western Branch) 
for some years, and therefore much regretted that its 
representative could not be with them. 

r. McKINNA, responding, said he brought greetings 
from the Yorkshire V.M.A., whom he was representing, 
and he thanked them on behalf of that Association for 
the hospitable treatment received. He had been de- 
lighted to meet the representatives of the medical pro- 
fession, for nothing pleased him more than to come into 
tonch with men engaged in public health work. The 
veterinary profession wanted to show that they did not 
wish to usurp the position of medical officers, but to 
assist them. 

Mr. Taytor, Darlington, al-o responded. He ex- 
wpe gratification for the kind way in which the toast 

ad been proposed and received. It had given him 
great pleasure to be present for he had renewed acquaint- 
ance with many old friends. He was assistant to their 
President, Mr. Darwell, for three years, and quite en- 
dorsed the remarks made in respect to him. He, Mr. 
Taylor, served his apprenticeship with Messrs. Lawson, 
of Manchester, and was born at Oldham, so that he could 
claim to be a Lancashire man. His father also was 
once Treasurer of the Lancashire V.M.A., and one of 
the things rized by the speaker was a letter of condo- 
lence sent by the Society on the death of his father. 
Another reason why he was pleased to be present was 
because it had enabled him to meet an old College friend 
and also to meet, under different conditions, an examiner 
in Mr. Woods. He sincerely hoped the Society might 
go on and prosper, and be the same tneans of improve- 
ment in the future that it had been in the past. 

Mr. Harrison proposed, and Mr. CHALLINOR seconded, 
the toast to “The Ladies.” 

The entertainment was provided by Messrs. Faulkner, 
S. Locke, Walmsley and Holt. 








LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 25th annual meeting was held at The Angel Hotel, 
Grantham, on Thursday, Feb. 14th. Mr. R. W. Knowles, 
of Wisbech, presided, and the following members were 

resent : Messrs. Dickinson, Boston ; Gooch, Stamford; 
udkin, Grantham; R. W. Clarke, Wragby ; Lockwood, 
Peterborough ; Bett, Benniworth ; T. W. Turner, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, Sleaford ; Townsend, Long Stanton. 

The SECRETARY read letters and telegrams from men- 
bers who had found it impossible to attend the meeting 
—Prof. Penberthy, Messrs. Grasby, Gresswell, ‘Truman, 
Nichols, Taylor, Lang, Lennox, Bindloss, Howse, and 
J. R. Green. 

PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


The circular letter of the “ Ways and Means Commit- 
tee” was read. (See ante pp. 573). 

The PRESIDENT remarked that they had considered 
the matter several times before. He thought it would 
be a good thing if they could secure a veterinary surgeon 
as their representative in Parliament. 


Mr. Dickinson asked if it was an annual subscription 
of a guinea, and the PrEsIDENT replied that the letter 
did not say so, but to subscribe a guinea to the initial 
expenses. 

r. RUDKIN remarked that if they did send a veteri- 
nary surgeon, what could he do amongst so many ? 

Mr. Goocu did not think one man would have much 
power, and he thought the Royal College was the proper 
outhority to move in the matter. If the Council could 
adopt a candidate, and the £500 was handed over to 
them, they should know where to send their subscription, 
but at present they did not know where to send it. 

The PRESIDENT said although they were in full sym- 
pathy with the idea that it is advisable that the pro- 
tession should have a representative, yet as the thing 
was in such an incomplete state they did not feel 
that they could subscribe, and they considered the 
Council was the best body to take the matter in hand. 

Mr. CLARKE thought it would be better to spend their 
money in approaching their individual members. 

Mr. Rupkrn: If we have any grievance the best thing 
to do is to get in communication with our own member, 
and then we might stand a chance of being heard. 

Mr. Goocu then proposed that the following letter be 
written in reply to the circular from Red Lion Square, 
and it was agreed to “That, whilst the members of the 
L.V.M.A. are fully in accord with the second resolution 
of the committee of ways and means, that whilst the 
matter is in such an indefinite stage, they cannot see 
their way to support it financially, but should at any 
time the Council of the R.C.V.S. require financial sup- 
port in order to defend the rights of the profession in 
Parliament, they will be pleased to subscribe their quota 
towards the expenses. 


Pusitic HEALTH CONGRESSES. 


A letter was read from the Royal Institute of Public 
Health asking that delegates should be selected by the 
Association to attend the Congress at Douglas, in June 
next. 

Mr. Goocn thought veterinary surgeons ought to 
attend the meetings both of this and the sanitary Insti- 
tute, for there was a good deal to be learnt) at ‘these 
annual congresses. They were not nearly so well 
attended by their profession as they onght to be, and 
the subscription for sending a delegate was only a 
guinea. Hethought the matter ought not to be deferred 
until their next meeting in June, for that would be very 
late. If they did send a delegate they ought to send his 
name and fee in at once so that the papers could be for- 
warded to him so that he would know what was going 
to take place. There were some very good papers read 
at the meetings of these Societies and they ought to be 
listened to by scores. 

A member asked if there would be any expenses in 
connection with the trip to Douglas, and it was ex- 
plained that the guinea subscription of the Society freed 
the delegate to all the meetings, but all other expenses 
he incurred he would have to bear himself. 

Mr. CraRKE proposed that the Association subscribe 
a gninea and that some member be asked to attend, Mr. 
Dickinson seconded, and Mr. Clarke offered to attend 
as the delegate. 

The PRESIDENT said they were very much obliged to 
Mr. Clarke for offering to go. 


ELECTION AND NOMINATION. 
Mr. J. SHEFFIELD, M.R.C.V.S., of Holbeach, was 
balloted for and unanimously elected a member of the 
Association. 


Mr. T. Hicks, M.R.C.V.S., of Metheringham, was 
nominated for election at the next meeting. 


FINANCE. 





The TREASURER presented the annual balance sheet 
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which showed a balance in the bank of £12 0s. 6d., 
whilst there was something like eleven guineas subscrip- 
tions outstanding. 

Some discussion followed on the reasons why some 


kept up their subscriptions. The Secretary said he 
would try if he could get some of the money in, but 
the difficulty was that when he wrote to some, they 
neither sent their money nor replied to his letter. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—-Mr. Gooch said he had a year ago sugges- 
ted that a certain gentleman should be elected as their 
President. He had deferred it owing to their wishes, 
but he thought the time had now come when he should 
make his proposition. He proposed that Mr. TuRNER 
should be their president for the coming year.—Mr. 
Clarke, in seconding, said that Mr. Turner had worked 
hard for the Association for many years, and by electing 
him they were only giving him his due. 

Mr. TURNER replied that he would much rather re- 
main as he was, for he could not be president and 
secretary and treasurer as well. 

Mr. Gooch thought they ought to relieve Mr. Turner 
of being Secretary for one year whilst he occupied the 
most honourable position they could give him. 

Mr. Turner said if no one else would step into the 
shoes, and if it would please the members he would 
accede to their request. 

Mr. Turner was then elected unanimously. 

Vice-Presidents.—-Messrs. Lock woop, KNOWLEs, and 
RUDKIN were elected. 

Secretary and Treasurer.—M. Gooch in proposing 
Mr. Lockwoop, said that Mr. Lockwood Lad not yet 
had his fingers in the pie, but he knew he would make 
an admirable Secretary and Treasurer. 

Mr. Lockwood begged to decline the honour, for he 
would have a lot of private business to attend to during 
the next few months, and he should not have time to 
attend to the business of the Association. If they 
would let it stand over for another twelve months, he 
would then be very glad to act as their Secretary, but 
he could not do so during the next year. 

Mr. Turner offered to assist Mr. Lockwood during 
the next year, and to take a lot of the work off his 
shoulders if he would accept. 

After a little pressure from other members Mr. Lock- 
wood agreed to accept the office as Mr. Turner had 
offered his assistance. 


A Brtatep APOLOGY. 


The PREsIDENT stated that the next business of the 
meeting should have been to have listened to a paper 
by Mr. J. R. Green, F.R.C.V.S., of Nottingham, but a 
telegram had been received from Mr. Green only a few 
minutes before the meeting began stating that he would 
be unable to attend. Mr. Green had not sent his paper 
or someone else to read, so that part of their programme 
fell through, and he was very sorry and disappointed. 


SPECIMEN AND CASEs. 
The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Taylor, of 


Mr. Goocu gave an interesting account of two large 
hair cysts he had come across. 

Mr. CLARKE said he should like to introduce for the 
notice of the members a patent food that he had recent- 
ly tested, he referred to Moseley’s patent food. He was 
not at all interested in the food financially, but he had 
used it with considerable benefit. The analysis as given 
by the proprietors was: : 

Water 


10°84 

Proteids 14°78 
Carbo-hydrates (digestible) of which 

21°76 are soluble 69°09 

Fibre and Cellulose 1°73 

Fat 1°84 

Mineral Matter, chiefly phosphates 1°72 


Mr. Clarke said that the food is given to foals twice 
a day, abont a tablespoonful mixed up like cornflour, 
it is wonderful what good it does them. Also it is 
a good thing to increase the secretion of milk. The pro- 
prietors had, by his request, sent three tins for their in- 
spection. These were handed round and several of the 
gentiemen took samples. 

Votes of thanks to the retiring ofticers of the Associa- 
tion were heartily accorded, and the members afterwards 
dined together at the hotel. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting took place at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds, on Friday, Jan. 25th. There were present, the 
President, Mr. J. McKinna, Huddersfield ; the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. J. Clarkson, Garforth ; Professors W. 
Owen Williams, Liverpool ; Penberthy, London ; Messrs. 
G. E. Bowman, H. G. Bowes, Leeds; IF’. W. Clough, 
Morley ; W. Crawford, Leeds; P. Deighton, Selby ; 
Harold Dyson, Huddersfield ; A. Ellison, Harrogate ; 
F. Hallilay, Dewsbury ; R. Hayes, Sherburn-in-Elmet ; 
A. W. Mason, A. McCormack, Capt. McGowan, *%. 
Wharam, Leeds ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; A. H. Watson, 
Thornbury and John Woodrow, Swinefleet. The guests 
at the dinner were Dr. B. G. Heald, chairman of the 
Leeds Corporation Sanitary Committee and Dr, Wain- 
man, vice-chairman, Mr. Arthur Witley, a member of 
the City Council, and Mr. G. H. Locke, Manchester. 
The SecreTagky announced that Mr. H. J. Parkin, 
who had left Yorkshire and was now living at Kast 
Ham, had resigned his membership of the Society, and 
his resignation was accepted with regret, on the motion 
of Mr. Bowes, seconded by Mr. Bowman. 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. Joun Woorrow, Swinefleet, proposed by Mr. 
Crawford, and seconded by Mr. Mason; and Mr. 
JouNs, Selby, proposed by Mr. Deighton, and seconded 
by Mr. Bowes, were elected members. Mr. Woodrow 
was present. and received a hearty welcome from the 
President. 

VorTEs OF CONDOLENCE. 
The SECRETARY, in an appreciation of the late Mr. 
J. E. Scriven, said he was a man who carried his faults 





Briggs, who was prevented from attending. 

Dear Turner, I am sending you a growth which | 
removed yesterday from the upper and outer aspect of 
the forearm of a hunter. It had been there some time 
how long I don’t know. Another practitioner had 
inserted a seton some time previously. 


fibroma, which has partly undergoue ossification. Hop- 
148 It ay be of some interest to the members of the 
lncolnshire V.M.A., I am, yours faithfully, 


superficially, and the more one got to know him the 
more it was realised what a real good fellow he was. He 
was an old member of the Society, the bon. treasurer for 
many years, and one of the most regular attendants at 
the meetings. He had always done his duty, and they 
must all regret that death had taken him from them. 


Appears to be, I think, a chrondroma or perhaps @| The standing Council of the Society had already sent a 
letter of condolence with Mr. Scriven’s relatives, and 
they wou'd like the meeting to confirm that action. 


The members rose and in silence and approved of the 





Harowp C. TAYLOR. 


letter having been forwarded. 
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Next Mr. Mason made reference to the death of Prof. 
Pritchard, and moved that a letter of sympathy be 
written to his widow and family. He recalled that the 
late Professor used to come among them, and said they 
were always glad to see him. No one in the profession 
was better known in the British Isles than Professor 
Pritchard, who from 1868 to 1899 was a member of the 
Council of the Royal College, and who during those 31 
years rendered a great service. The Professor was also 
an examiner, and perhaps some of the members of the 
Yorkshire Society present had been examined by him. 
For over twenty years he was a teacher at the College. 

The PRESIDENT, in seconding, said he had the honour 
of being examined. by Professor Pritchard, who was a 
leading light, whether as a teacher, examiner, or general 
practitioner. The veterinary profession was distinctly 
poorer by the death of such a man. 

The resolution was adopted in silence. 


ELECTION oF TREASURER AND AN AUDITOR. 


By the death of Mr. Scriven the treasurership had be- 
come vacant. The President explained that the stand- 
ing Council had considered the question of combining 
the office with the secretaryship, but that they had de- 
cided it would not be well to put further burdens upon 
Mr. Clarkson, who had already sufficient to do. They 
had, therefore, come to the conclusion toask Mr. Bowes, 
who was their hon. librarian, to take the position of 
treasurer, and he moved that that gentleman be 
elected. Mr. Mason seconded, and the resolution was 
unanimously agreed to. 

Auditor._-Mr. McCarmick was proposed by Mr. 
Bowman, seconded by Mr. Whitehead, and elected. Mr. 
Bowes has been one of the joint auditors, and a vacancy 
arose by his election as the treasurer. 


ELEcTION oF Councit R.C.V.S. 


The PRESIDENT said that so far as was known there 
was not, this year, any c:ndidate from the Yorkshire 
Society. If there was any member who desired to come 
forward he ought to be nominated as soon as possible 
so that he might have the benefit of the foreign and 
colonial vote. If there was not an aspirant for Council 
honours, perhaps the meeting would like the local Stand- 
ing Council to act, as in former years, with the Lanca- 
shire and the Eastern Connties Associations. 

Mr. BowsEs suggested that the Standing Council of the 
Society be empowered to deal with the question, and 
this suggestion having been supported by Mr. Ellison 
was agreed to. 


PRESENTATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


Mr. Mason said that in accordance with promise Mr. 
John Share-Jones had kindly presented to the Society’s 
Library a copy of the first part of his work on “Surgical 
Anatomy of the Horse.” He had great pleasure, on be- 
half of Mr. Jones, in formally handing it over. 

The PRESIDENT accepted the book, and proposed a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Jones for his kindness. The 
President also, in the name of the Society, warmly 
thanked Mr. Mason for having given them the up-to- 
dat2 book “Smith on Hygiene.” 

Mr. McCormick asked whether it was intended to 
na: and circulate amongst members a list of the 

oks in the library. 

Mr. Bowes replied that the names of the books might 
eventually be printed on the notice paper convening 
the quarterly meetings of members. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
J. McKinna, F.R.C.V.S., Huddersfield. 
Gentlemen,—My first duty is a very pleasant one, 


and that is to thank you all very sincerely for the great 
honour which you have done me in having elected me 


your President for the year. The honour came to me 
unsought, and I deeply appreciate the confidence shewn 
in me by your unanimous vote. I know I follow in the 
footsteps of men of greater capacity and of greater 
attainments, but I shall, to the best of my ability, en- 
deavour to further the interests of this Society and of 
our profession during my year of office, and shall strive 
to keep the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society u 
to the high standard of efficiency which it has attained. 
I cannot help remembering that my first introduction to 
this Society was when I was President of the Society 
in the neighbouring connty of Lancashire. Your wel- 
come to me on that occasion was of such a friendly charac- 
ter that I was soon enrolled a member, and have always 
since then enjoyed your friendship and fellowship. Your 
many kindnesses I desire now gratefully to acknowledge. 
(Applause). 

My second duty is not so pleasant ; I undertake it in 
fear and trembling. In giving the inevitable address 
which follows the election of President, it is so very 
difficult for the ordinary practitioner to find anything 
original to say that I do not intend to inflict upon you a 
long address upon matters with which you are quite as 
conversant as | am. 

Before going further, [ must refer with regret to the 
loss our Society has sustained by the death of its 
Treasurer. Hardly had I taken office when it was 
announced that Mr. Scriven had passed away. 4A large 
contingent attended his funeral,and we mourn the death 
of one who devoted much time to the interests of this 
Society. The profession, during the past year, is also 
much the poorer by the deaths of Sir George Brown, 
Professor Pritchard, Messrs. Cope, Storrar, and others. 

Upon entering a new year one naturally takes a review 
of the year that is gone, and reflects as to whether all 
the efforts put forth have made for progress or other- 
wise. It would not be fashionable if I did not speak on 
education. It is, so to speak, “in the air” as much as 
the influenza microbe has been of late. I consider 
that we have made a distinct advance in the education 
of the veterinary student in every way. His prelimi- 
nary examination is now equal to that of the medical 
student, and, no doubt, as a result of this the veteri- 
nary practitioner of the future will be men with a more 
thorough education and of greater culture—-men who 
will not only maintain but raise the status of our profes- 
sion. (Applause). This is what we all most earnestly 
desire. Our recognition by the Government has been 
slow indeed, but now that the schools are recognised 
let us hope that a brighter day is in store for the better 
training of thestudent. It now seems merely a question 
of time as to when each of the Colleges will be affiliated 
to a university. I confess that [ felt much prouder of 
my profession after visiting Germany a few years ago 
and seeing the great advance which that country had 
made both in general education and veterinary science. 
The schools compare favourably with any university 1n 
this country, and are furnished with every possible 
equipment. Fancy any Government in this conntry 
giving £100,000 towards the building of a new school ! 
We were informed that that was the cost of the Hanover 
School, and I should think that the one in Berlin, when 
completed, would be little short of that amount. Whether 
these schools turn out better men than ours I cannot say, 
but they certainly have such great benefits conferre 
upon them that the country, I have no doubt, looks for 
and gets a satisfactory return for its great outlay. 
may be said that it is now too late to press for better 
grants. I do not think so. (Hear, hear.) 

Although the motor-car has come, and come to stay, 
the injury of our town practitioners especially, I boners 
that the veterinary profession has a large and importa# 
work to do in this and other countries. And if wearet0 
keep abreast of times, our best men must be moved from 
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the ranks into the schools, and given such a recognition 
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of their work and worth that at least their daily bread 
shall be assured, so that their best thoughts can be given 
to their work, and not distracted by the harassing prob- 
lem of how to make both ends meet! (applause). At 
resent we give such a miserable pittance to the teach- 
ing staff that few are attracted to stay on at our schools 
to prosecute original research, and it is only in this way 
of original research that any great progress can be made 
either in our or any other profession. Let us hope that 
some of the great surplus of last year’s revenue may be 
devoted to the advancement of veterinary science. 

The subject of party representation has received a good 
deal of attention during the past years, but little pro- 
gress seems to have been made. My contention as re- 
gards this subject is that to make any progress we must 
sink our individual political opinions and make profes- 
sional interests our first concern. We all desire repre- 
sentation in the House of Commons, and it seenis to me 
that our only hope lies in one of our rich men coming 
forward and contesting a seat—I care not in what party’s 
interest so long as he does his best purely out of love for 
his profession when returned. 

The possibilities of indirect representation are not lost 
sight of in the work of the Council, and I think if we 
are in earnest not a little can be done—and, indeed, is 
being done—through our little parliament bringing pres- 
sure to bear, when necessary, on the Parliament of the 
country. This naturally involves considerable expense, 
and our expenses in this direction have greatly increased, 
but personally, I think it is money wisely spent. 

The subject of annual registration fee has been brought 
to the front lately, on account of the finances of the Col- 
lege;and Major Butler’s resolution to the various societies 
has, from time to time, evoked a good deal of discussion. 
On the whole, however, the profession generally does not 
seem to have taken great interest in the matter, though 
our Society gave its support to the resolution. Of course, 
nothing can be done until a new charter is obtained, and 
then I very much question whether any Government 
would make the act retrospective so as to include past 
graduates. I think, however, an increased registration 
fee for new graduates is feasible, and a voluntary tax, 
say of 7s. 6d. or 10s. 6d., on present members, at the 
same time giving in exchange a copy of the annual Reg- 
ister which, by Act of Parliament, we are bound to pub- 
lish, although at a loss to the College. It is a pity so 
many men are so indifferent to their profession that they 
cannot be induced to purchase this annual Register— 
which, is only 3s. 6d.—and so make sure that their 
names are correctly inserted. (Applause). It is impossi- 
ble to keep a register up-to-date while men «re soindiffer- 
ent. There are actually on it the names of gentlemen 
who have been dead for years. Qne case, I notice, was 
called attention to at a recent council of a name on the 
register 12 years after the demise of the member. The 
Council, as individuals, do all in their power to keep the 
Register up-to-date, but, of course, they are not omnis- 
cient. 1 am of opinion that in our new charter compul- 
sory annual registration ought to be enforced, while 
making it — to existing graduates. This undoubt- 
edly would be a great improvement (applause). 

The veterinary surgeons should play a leading part in 
the inspection of meat and milk. The public health of 
the country depends to a large extent on a pure supply 
of these two articles of food, and who is better fitted for 
their inspection than the veterinary surgeon! In order 
that meat inspection—which is really the making of post- 
mortem examinations—shall be carried out properly all 
private slaughter houses must be done away with, and 
all inspection made at public abattoirs. The public 1s 
slowly recognising the importance of skilled inspection. 

€ revelations in the great meat packing houses of 

merica caused strong public feeling—a feeling, let us 
hope, strong enough and permanent enough to insist that 


IMspection in this country shall be both thorough and! 





adequate. The part which the veterinary surgeon is 
called upon to play in the interests of public health is an 
increasingly important one, with regard to the inspect- 
ion of meat, where the public looks to us for protection 
-and rightly so, we must be careful not to abuse our 
rights as a profession by the impropriety of passing the 
carcases of animals slaughtered w se moribund, I re- 
mewber a very opportune article in Zhe Journal of 
Comparative Pathology on this subject in 1905. The 
veterinary surgeon had advised the owner to kill the an- 
imal to save its carcase. The case turned out to be one 
of anthrax, and was fortunately detected in the slaugh- 
ter house. Though tempted sometimes to do this sort of 
thing, perhaps out of pity for a poor client, it is never- 
theless a practice «gainst which one ought to take a firm 
stand, because it is obviously dangerous to public health 
(applause). I need not emphasise here the in portance 
of a pure milk supply. The inspection of dairies is to be 
regarded perhaps as of even greater importance than that 
of meat. The fact that milk forms the staple food of young 
children makes it not only desirable, but necessary that 
the supply should be free from disease—also from all 
extraneous matters. A very interesting report has just 
been issned by the conmittee of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health on a clean milk supply. The Folkestone 
Congress of 1904 recommended an ingniry into the sub- 
ject, and among the gentlemen appointed was Professor 
Sir John M’Fadyean and Sir James Simpson. One sug- 
gestion made is that every local authority shall only reg- 
ister such persons as they may deem suitable, and where 
the premises to be occupied asa dairy or cowshed shall 
have been made so as to satisfy their requirements. 
The effect of this is to make such registration partake of 
the nature of a license, and would go a long way to- 
wards helping to secure a clean milk supply. The sug- 
gestions as to the general management of the farm are, 
I think, worth quoting :— 

1. The food for the cows should be fresh, and in good 
state of preservation, without anything liable to com- 
municate an abnormal flavour to the milk, or to cause 
the cows to scour. 

2. Before bringing in the cows in the autumn their 
tails and hindquarters should be clipped. 

3. That milk of newly-calved cows must not be used 
until three days have elapsed after parturition, and 
milk from diseased cows must not be sent. 

4. Immediately after milking, the milk to be passed 
through a metal sieve covered with a clean fine cloth. 

5. The milk should then, whatever the season, be 
passed through or over a refrigerator and reduced to the 
lowest-attainable temperature. 

6. The manure should be removed in the morning 
after the milking, and in the afternoon at least one hour 
before the evening milking. 

7. There should be a systematic veterinary Inspection 
of all cattle, and a certificate given by the veterinar 
surgeon as to their health. The cows to be tested wit 
tuberculin in those cases where the veterinary surgeon 
thinks it advisable, or where disease of the udder is 
present. - 

8. All cows that show symptoms of ill-health to be 
isolated. 

9. The milk should be despatched from the farm in 
just sufficient time for it to meet the train. In hot 
‘weather the churns or cases should constantly be covered 
with an awning. 

10. The churns must not be used for any purpose than 
the conveyance of milk, and should be thoroughly in- 
spected before being used. — 

I think you will agree with me that the above are all 
very wise suggesiions, and if brought into force and 
strictly carried ont would ensure a milk supply as pure 
as one can ever hope to get, and prove of incalculable 





benefit to the general public. We all know that a great 
deal of mischief arises from want of care in the produc- 
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tion and transport of milk, and this is greatly enhanced 
during the summer months. Hence the appalling 
increase in infant mortality at this season of the year. 
The subject is one clearly for supervision by Govern- 
ment, and if such measures as I have read should be 
adopted, or others equally important, they would, in- 
stead of inflicting hardships on anyone, certainly benefit 
the cowkeeper, the landlord, and the dealer. (App). 

We are progressing in the matters I have just touched 
upon, but only slowly. Might not greater and more 
rapid advances be made if we each, as individuals, sink 
our private personal ends and to our present pro- 
fessional motto, Visun*ta fortior,add—Pro bono publico? | 
and while we are waiting for these measures to become 
law, much must be done persuasively by the veterinary 
surgeon as he visits his various clients. While he may 
find plenty contented with their ignorance and satisfied 
that the old ways are best, he will be sure to find one 
or two ready to be enlightened and ready to adopt more 
up-to-date ways. 

I am strongly of opinion that we should keep in touch 
with the Royal Lustitute of Public Health and be well 
represented on it and kindred institutions. There are 
still a few benighted people who do not know what a 
veterinary surgeon is like, and picture him as a man 
garbed as a stud groom, and incapable of taking an 
intelligent interest in anything beyond a horse. The 
following conversation actually took place at a Congress 
at which I was present. Said a lawyer, the Mayor, by 
the way, of a town not 100 miles from here :— 

“Who is that gentleman who has just left the room, 
who was discussing so thoroughly sanitary matters ?” 

P - That,” replied his friend, “is a veterinary surgeon 
rom —— 
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“What?” exclaimed the lawyer, “Impossible! A 
veterinary able to talk intelligently on a scientific subject 
like that?” 

The moral of this is that we should not hide our 
candle under a bushel, but let the world know that 
though only a small profession numerically, we are as 
keenly interested in educational, scientific, and general 
progress as any other profession. 

In conclusion, let me thank you for your courteous 
hearing of what I fear is but a poor production to bring 
before such a Society as this. May I plead extenuating 
circumstances. A sick room is not a very inspiring place 
in which to collect one’s thoughts and put them to paper. 


Iam glad to have recovered sutficiently to be with you this 
afternoon, and hope that the meetings of the year upon 


which we are just entering will be made as successful 
and as interesting as those of previous years by your 
attendance and kind contributions. For my own part, I 
think these periodical interchanges of thought and ex- 


| perience, to say nothing of the social side, are of great 


mutual benefit. By comparing notes our ideas are en- 
larged and our sympathies broadened. We find that 
none of us are too old to learn, nor free from the trials 
and worries incident to any trade or profession. But to 
every man who gives to his work the best of his time and 
ability, there will surely come that recognition and ap- 
preciation which is his due. Again thanking you, I give 
you a hearty invitation to the dinner which awaits us, 
and may we spend the evening pleasantly together. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. Bowes, 
the President was accorded a hearty vote of thanks for 
his excellent address. 

(To be continued.) 
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Foo:- Glanders ~ Rabies. nee a 
Anthrax. [| and-Mouth |} (inclading Cases Sheep} wine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-] Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks} mals. |breaks| mals. |breaks} mals. Dogs. | Other wea breaks. | tered * 
a eer eee, UE, ee ee — : 
Gt. BRITAIN. Week ended Mazer. 9 | 28 36 — = 18 | Ss 30 26 | 84 
1966... 22 37 17 31 9 12 68 
Curresponding week in {1905 .. | 22 23 27 51 30 16 42 
1904 .. | 24 30 25| 44 50 20 | 106 
Ictal for 10 weeks, 1907 ee -. | 194 | 261 189 444 314 349 1545 
1906 .. | 198 | 276 216 386 209 182 828 
Corresponding period in {1905 .. | 202 297 231 426 468 112 418 
1904 .. | 211 289 271 =—-541 847 257 1564 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mar. 12, 1907. 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 2 oe ae 9 | 1 | = 
1906 ..] .. we - - 1 1 = 7” 7 2 6 
Corresponding Week in ; 1905 .. ee oe oe oe ee ee oe oe 6 1 + 
1904 .. - Pe ae ae - we = 22 3 a 
Total for 9 weeks, 1907 - = f. .- .- +. ee +» Jill 33 569 : 
1906 .. 2 2 a 2 5 - .. | 107 7 = 
Correspondin riod in 1905 .. - - eae oa 6 12 m me 152 19 
“es 1904 .. 1 1 ee . 2 9 ni .. | 246 38 | 470 
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Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Mar. 7, 1907. 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infeotio? 





bias i Co 


Pete Mey 














yn 








March 16, 1907 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 








CoMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
PaRASITIC MANGE, IN IRELAND. 


1907 1906 1905 1904 
Outbreaks in February 8 11 22 24 


Two months 24 17 41 42 








“A. W. Hill Testimonial.” 


Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in informing you 
that it is the intention of the Committee to present the 
testimonial to Mr. Hill at the forthcoming Council 
meeting to be held on Friday, 5th April. 

I have not yet closed the books, so that those who 
may still desire to show their appreciation of Mr. Hill’s 
long services have the opportunity of doing so until 
Thursday, 4th April.—-Yours faithfully, 

W. Owen. WILLIAMS. 


R.C.V.S Prosecution. 


At Barnet Petty Sessions on Wednesday, March 6th» 
Charles Martin Holmes, of Totteridge Green, Totteridge, 
was summoned for having, while “not being on the 
Register of Veterinary Surgeons, and not holding at the 
time of the passing of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 
1881, the veterinary certificate of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society of Scotland, did unlawfully use and 
take an addition and description stating that he was 
specially qualified to practice a branch of veterinary 
surgery.” 

Mr. C. W. Dwyer, counsel, represented the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, whilst Mr. Godwin de- 
fended. 

B. B. Dickenson, solicitor’s clerk, said on 4th February 
he attended at Forge House, Totteridge Green, and in- 
spected defendant’s premises. A board was displayed 
beside the house on which was painted: “C. L. Holmes, 
shoeing forge, general smith, wheelwright and coach- 
builder.” On some gates adjoining the premises there 
was painted “Hospital for horses, dogs, and cats,” 
whilst there was a brass plate on the door of the house 
which read: “Dr. C. W. Holmes, Equine and Canine 
Surgeon.” A small tablet stated “ Surgery hours, even- 
ing seven to nine.” 

In cross-examination witness said the words to which 
objection were taken were “ equine and canine surgeon.” 
He thought they gave a false impression of defendant’s 
qualifications. 

Was there anything in those signs to mislead the 
public ?—The combination of the words “doctor” and 
“ surgeon.” 

Defendantsaid he was a Registered Shoeing Smith, and 
had five forges, including the one at Totteridge. He 
attended horses and dogs in their various illnesses. He 
admitted that he had no special qualifications. He 
commenced practice twelve years ago. He had never 

efore received any objections to the plates, etc., outside 
his Totteridge premises. He had never held himself ont 
a possessing any qualifications to practice as a veteri- 
nary surgeon. 

In cross-examination defendant said he attended cases 
which veterinary surgeons could not. He did not think 
the words “doctor” and “surgeon” lead the public to 

lieve he was a fully qualified veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Godwin maintained that defendant had never held 
that he was a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Dwyer said the words “doctor” and “surgeon” 
teaded to mislead the public, and therefore there had 

na breach of the Act. 


Alleged Breach of Warranty. 


At the Carlisle County Court on Friday, March 1st, 
Before His Honour Judge Stevenson. 

This was a case in which Thomas Ridley, Farmer, Hill 
Top Southwaite, sued William Oliver, Farmer, Cawfield 8, 
Haltwhistle, for £6 14s. 4d. damages for breach of war- 
ranty of a cow.—Mr. Lightfoot was for the plaintiff ; 
Mr. Baty was forthe defendant. 

Plaintiff stated in his evidence that on January 19th 
he bought the cow, a Galloway, at Hetherington’s auction 
mart. He saw her in the ring for the first time. He 
bought her for £14 5s. Defendant was the vendor and 
said in the ring that the cow was right and correct in 
every way. In addition to that witness bought the cow 
under the auction mart rules. An hour after getting 
the cow home that day he saw appearances which made 
him conclude that the cow was not right. He disinfected 
the byre and tuok the cow back to the mart on January 
21st. The cow only gave 10 quarts of milk a day, while 
15 quarts ought to have been expected. The cow was 
vad and he now sued for the difference. 

James Little, cowman for the plaintiff, agreed with 
his master’s evidence as to the state of the cow. When 
he opened the byre door on the Sunday morning the 
smell was enough to knock you down. 

Mr. Hewson, V.8, Carlisle, deposed that he examined 
the cow at the mart after it had been brought back. 
Its temperature was 1034 degrees, as against 101 de- 
grees or 102 degrees normal, and he certified that 
the animal had not properly cleansed after calving a 
week before. 

Mr. R. Craig Robinson, V.S., to the Corporation, who 
also examined the cow, gave similar evidence. 

For the defence the defendant deposed that he had 
kept cows for twenty years. About 17 or 18 cows calved 
every years at his place. He bought this particular cow 
asa calf, sold her to Mr. Jacob Johnston, and bought 
her again as a seven-year-old in October last. The cow 
had twin calves, and in his opinion was all right, 
healthy, and sound. If she was unsound he did not 
know it.—Mr. Lightfoot: We don’t suggest that you 
did know. 

John Thornborrow, cowman to the defendant, stated 
that the cow fed and looked all right after calving on the 
Monday before being sold in the mart on the Saturday. 

Robert Heppell, aged 16, employed by the defendant, 
having been examined, 

Mr. Croudace, V.S., Haltwhistle, deposed that he 

examined the cow on January 23rd, and found her 
perfectly healthy. It was impossible for veterinary 
surgeons to be mistaken if a cow had not cleansed 
prope: ly. Two calves made no difference. Cows of that 
age often had twins. 
Mr. Henry Thompson, V.S.. Aspatria, stated that he 
also examined the cow at the mart. In his opinion her 
condition was normal under the circumstances,—In 
cross examination, witness said he had come to the con- 
to the conclusion that witnesses on the other side must 
have examined another cow. (Laugliter.) 

George Johnson, yard foreman at Hetheringtou’s 
Mart, said the cow looked all right at the time she was 
sold, but after she was returned he noticed signs that 
she was not quite right. 

Jacob Johnson, farmer, Haltwhistle. who had the cow 
five years, deposed that he had always found her 
healthy. ; ; 

His Honour, in giving judgment, said the case hinged 
on the evidence of the veterinary surgeons. He had to 
say which of the four he believed. Mr. Croudace was 
too cocksure, too offhand to impress him, and it wasa 
pity Mr. Thompson did not examine the cow more 
minutely. The evidence of Mr. Hewson and Mr. 
Robinson must prevail, and he gave jndgment for the 





efendant was fined £1 and costs, 11s. 6d, 


plaintiff for the amount claimed.— 7'he Carlisle Journal, 
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Starch in Cream. 


Dr. Collingridge, Medical Officer of Health for the 
City, in his monthly report, refers to the pernicious 
practice of adding starch to cream. There is, he says, 
no legal definition of cream, the fat present in any 
sample depending upon various factors and varying 
from 15 to 55 percent. The public form their opinion 
of the value of cream by the only standard available to 
them—.e., by the thickness. The addition of starch or 
gelatine gives a fictitious appearance of thickness, which 
bears no 1elation to the actual amount of fat present. A 
very small addition of thickening material will thus 
compensate for the absence of a large amount of fat, and 
allow of an inferior article—thin and poor in cream 
(cream adulterated with milk)—being sold as “ cream.” 
A departmental committee, as far back as 1901, reported 
“that the artificial thickening of cream by any addition 
of gelatine or other substance shall raise a presumption 
that the cream is not genuine,” and section 6 of the Sale 
of Food and Drugs Act, 1875, makes it an offence to sell 
any article of food to which any matter or ingredient 
not injurious to health has been added fraudulently to 
increase the bulk, weight, or measure or “to conceal the 
inferior quality thereof.”—-The Times 











The Prettiest Child in London. 


The children’s tournament is over. Stanley Hatton 
Reddish is declared to be the prettiest child in London 
by one vote. 

He is the eldest son of a veterinary surgeon of Fern 
Lodge, Stockwell Road, S.W. 

e is a bright, cheery little fellow, universally popn- 
lar, and full of high spirits. Unusually quick at his 
lessons, he is already at school at Raleigh College, Brix- 
ton Hill. He has not yet quite decided what he is going 
to be, but shows every sign of growing up into a strong 
and forceful man. Mr. and Mrs. Reddish and their two 
little boys are a devoted family.—Hvening News, Mar. 12. 








OBITUARY. 





ANDREW Ritcuik, M.R.C.V.S., Laurencekirk. 
Graduated, Edin : April, 1847. 


A notable “man o’ the Mearns” died on Thursday, 
Feb. 28th, in the person of Mr. Andrew Ritchie, Borrow- 
muirhills, Lanrencekirk. The son of a village black- 
smith in Carmyllie—the parish where the Rev. Dr. 
Patrick Bell of reaping machire fame then ministered— 
Mr. Ritchie was one of the earliest students under “ Old 
Dick ” in Edinburgh, and took his diploma as a veteri- 
nary surgeon. After a term of practice he turned his 
attention to farming, and for mwnany long years he held 
the farm of Borrowmuirhills in Kincardineshire. In bis 
younger days as a farmer he took a prominent part in 
all discussions on matters pertaining to agriculture and 
veterinary science, and his wide practical knowledge, 
combined with his keen and somewhat caustic humour, 
made him a very effective speaker. In later years he 
also carried on in connection with his farming business a 
considerable business as a dealer in hay and straw. He 
was a man of great force of character and natual 
ability, while in disposition he was genial and kindly to 
a degree. His death, at the advanced age of eighty-four 
years, is like the removal of an old landmark, and will 

sincerely mourned by a wide circle of friends.— North 
British Agriculturist. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


PATHOLOGICAL ENTOMOLOGY. 
Sir, 

I should be obliged if you could spare me a small space 
in your next issue to answer Mr. Reid’s criticisms of my 
lecture. 

If the terms in his second sentence had been transposed, 
the exceptions he takes to my remarks could have been 
more readily understood, for strictly speaking it is the term 
“mosquito’’ that is the loose one—for it is merely the 
diminutive of the Spanish ‘‘ Mosca’’ and signifies literally 
“‘a little fly. At various times most of the gnats, midges, 
etc., have been described as mosquitoes; latterly though 
it has been generally understood as applying to those genera 
of the Culicids which are associated with the dissemination 
of malarial diseases, and it was in this sense that the term 
was introduced into the lecture. 

Technical terms were avoided 9s much as possible, 
because the object of the lecture was to arouse interest in 
the subject, and it was thought this would be best assured 
by the use of plain language. 

To have been quite exact, the two flies chosen from a 
very large family to illustrate the lecture, should have been 
described as Anopheles maculipennis and Culex pipiens, two 
typical genera of the family Culicide—pictures of which 
were shown in the lecture side by side, and some of their 
differences explained, not all of them, but one very °notice- 
able feature was pointed out, that anopheles had long max- 
illary palpi extending to the end of the proboscis—the pub- 
lished illustration shows how far exactly—and the Culex 
short ones. 

The difference in the palpi of the male and female, so well 
known, was not gone into. 

I hope Mr. Reid will take my assurance that the term 
“gnat’’ is generally regarded as the English equivalent of 
“*Culex,’’ and thet there is no such genus as ‘* Mosquitoes”’ 
known to entomologists. 

Let us turn to a subject of more common knowledge for 
illustration. The terms ‘ horse’’ and ‘‘ass’’ bring to our 
minds at once two well known Peripodactyle Ungulates 
Equus caballus, and Equus asinus, species of the Family 
Equide, but though we know all this, we do not, as a rule, 
use these technical terms when speaking of, or describing, 
them; we prefer the more readily understood ‘‘ horse’’ and 
‘*ass,’’ and it was in this sense that the terms ‘‘ gnat ’’ and 
‘* mosquito ’’ were introduced into the lecture. 

One of the many differences between the horse and the 
ass is that the horse has short ears and the ass long ones ; 
if someone were to say that a characteristic of a species of 
ass was the absence altogether of ears, I should be inclined 
to regard the assertion as aslip. I should place in the same 
category the description of a hippobosca without maxillary 


palpi. 
Tuos. B. Goopatu, F.R.C.V.S., F.L.S. 
Christchurch, Hants. 


SovtHEerN Counties VETERINARY Socrety. 
Sir, 

Will you kindly allow me to state that, in connection 
with the recent special meeting of the above Society, held 
at Brighton, several members who wrote or telegraphed 
regretting inability to attend, expressed at the same time 
their approval of, and sympathy with, the subject matter 
of the agenda.— Yours faithfully, 
J. Arex. Topp, Hon. See. 
March 6. 








Communications AND Papers recervep—Messrs. F. G. 
Ashley, G. Thatcher, F. Torrance, T. B. Goodall. 
The Glasgow Herald, The Carlisle Journal. pone 
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